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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 396/2022/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 28th November 2022


Further to your request for information dated 11th November 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
There are notifications on social media regarding Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) mandating masks as of the 14th November 2022. Please can you provide the name and job title of the person mandating this.

Also please can you supply the evidence that masks work.

The decision for the requirement to wear masks was taken at the Winter Resilience Group led by the Health Board's Executive team, and was approved by the Acting Chief Executive. 
The decision was based on the requirements in Welsh Government’s Welsh Health Circular WHC/2022/026 - Approach for Respiratory Viruses – Technical Guidance for Healthcare Planning, which was published on the 11th October 2022. This requests support of NHS Wales organisations in encouraging mask wearing amongst staff and visitors to hospitals. Further information on the latest evidence based guidance on infection, prevention and control is available within the Welsh Health Circular: 
approach-for-respiratory-viruses-technical-guidance-for-healthcare-planning.pdf (gov.wales)

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


