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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 379/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 29th November 2022


Further to your request for information dated 8th November 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
1. Have you used insourced providers this current financial year? (April 2022 – March 2023)
Yes. 

a. Which insourcing companies have you used this current financial year?
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) have used the insourcing companies The Endoscopy Group, Your World Recruitment and ID Medical this current financial year.
2. Have you used insource providers in the past?
Yes.
a. If you have stopped using insourced providers, why?
We have only stopped using insourced providers at the end of the contract term.
3. Which clinical activities have been insourced and from which insourcing 
company from FY17 to FY22 (financial year ending March)? Please detail your spend on insourced activities from FY17 to FY22 by company, specialty or procedure, and year. E.g. Company X, Endoscopy, £10000, FY22
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4. Please provide a breakdown of the total number of procedures completed by each insourcing company per year from FY17 to FY22 (financial year ending March) in:

a. Endoscopy

b. Ophthalmology

c. ENT

d. Dermatology

e. All other
The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

It is considered that the release of the requested information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB).  The release of such information is likely to deter a number of organisations from entering into contracts with the NHS. This will negatively affect the NHS in engaging in commercial Activity and carrying out its function of delivering effective health care provision to the public as along with the information supplied to you in question 3 you would be able to identify the unit cost of the third parties used.

The Public Interest Test 
In considering the application of the section 43 exemption it is necessary to consider the balance of the public interest for and against disclosure.

Public Interest for disclosure
As the NHS is funded through public money it is especially important that its commissioning and spending activities are scrutinised and held to high account. Disclosure of the information would enable the public to see how much of taxpayers’ money is being spent. 

Public Interest against disclosure
It is not in the public interest for a national organisation such as the NHS to be prejudiced when engaging in commercial activity. Disclosure would lead to a risk of the NHS being unable to effectively commission services for patients.


The balance of the public interest
Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight in to how money is being spent, there are other avenues in which NHS spending is being scrutinised and made transparent, i.e. published budgets for general spending within the NHS. 

Therefore, in considering the balance it is considered that the public interest lies against disclosure.
5. Were any services terminated or discontinued early and if so, please detail the reason.

The Ophthalmology and Cataract contract was discontinued due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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		Name of Supplier		Speciality		2018/19 Total		2019/20 Total		2020/21 Total		2021/22 Total		2022/23 Total (Sept)

		SHS		Cataract		151,190				328,087

		SHS		Max Fax		100,419				- 0

		SHS		Gastro		58,968				- 0

		Eden		Neuro Physiology		20,044				- 0

		Endoscopy Group		Endoscopy				188,920		195,029		1,208,321		663,855

		ID Medical		Endoscopy		807,061		1,784,485		163,033		836,306		449,143

		Endocare		Endoscopy				361,560		- 0

		18 Weeks		Endoscopy				223,450		- 0

		Your World Recruitment		Endoscopy				326,688		153,187		685,675		642,925

		Medinet		Cataract		107,783		79,403

		Total Value - Insourcing 				1,245,465		2,964,506		839,336		2,730,302		1,755,923






