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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 363/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 17th November 2022  


Further to your request for information dated 26th October 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:
1. How many referrals has there been this year, on a weekly basis, to vascular services for an assessment and diagnosis of their clinical condition? Please also provide a breakdown of where these patients are. 
You further clarified that you require a breakdown of where these patients reside. 

Please refer to the embedded spreadsheet below for our response in relation to the information requested. Please note we have only provided partial postcodes as if we were to release full postcodes this could potentially risk the identification of individuals. 
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2. How long is a patient waiting following referral, for diagnostic tests, and are these being carried out at their local hospitals?
The current wait for vascular care following a referral is on average 61.64 weeks. Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) has centralised the vascular service and this is based in Ysbyty Glan Clwyd. 
3. Could I have the details of your current waiting times for vascular care, a main list of how many patients and their average wait?
There are currently 1,406 patients on the waiting list for vascular care and the average Referral to Treatment (RTT) time is currently 70.37 weeks. 
4. How many patients are having treatment in their local hospital?
From 1st January to 31st October 2022, there has been a total of 926 vascular admissions. 
5. What is the current wait for vascular operations?
The wait for vascular operations is dependent upon the type of surgery required.  All procedures within scheduled care at Ysbyty Glan Clwyd are managed via the risk stratification process with an appropriate ‘P’ value assigned against each procedure, as follows: 
· P1a      Immediate treatment required

· P1b      Treatment must be received within 72 hours

· P2        Treatment must be received within 4 weeks
· P3        Treatment must be received within 3 months

· P4        Treatment can be received beyond 3 months

The majority of vascular patients fall within a P1a/b or P2 category and these patients are treated within these timescales.  For patients who fall into the P4 category, for example routine varicose vein procedures, there is currently a backlog due to the COVID-19 pandemic precluding the treatment of routine patients and therefore the currently longest waiting patient has been waiting 321 weeks. BCUHB are planning a number of interventions to improve on the length of waiting times including validation of waiting lists and additional theatre lists where available to add to the core capacity.  

6. Where are these operations taking place?
As per our response to question 2 above, vascular services are based in Ysbyty Glan Clwyd.
7. How much is it costing BCUHB to have operations carried out outside of the Health Board? 
The annual cost of vascular surgery for patients who are being treated outside of the Health Board is approximately £600,000, please note this figure is for all local contracts.  More than 50% of this is with the Countess of Chester for routine cases for the cohort of patients who, due to where they live, routinely get their secondary services from the Countess of Chester. The next largest is with the Royal Liverpool University Hospital which is historically the tertiary center for BCUHB complex surgery and the remainder stems from non-elective activity.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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		Total number of referrals to vascular services in BCUHB

		Week End Date		CH6		CH8		CH7		CH5		LL1		LL2		LL3		LL4		LL5		LL6		GL7		LL7		CH4		SY2		ZZ9		Total

		09-Jan		4		2						9		9		3																		27

		16-Jan		5		6		2		1		32		9		1		1																57

		23-Jan		2		5		2		1		19		2		2				1														34

		30-Jan		2		5		1				38		14		6																		66

		06-Feb		3		4		4				16		13		4																		44

		13-Feb		2		2						25		13																				42

		20-Feb		6		4		2				15		11		3		2		4		3		1										51

		27-Feb		3		2		1				30		14		4				3		2												59

		06-Mar		3		3		1				33		11		8		3		7		6												75

		13-Mar		2				1		1		24		8		7						3												46

		20-Mar		3		2						16		14		3		3		3		2				1								47

		27-Mar		4		7						25		11		5		2		6		3				2								65

		03-Apr		4		5		2		1		24		11		6				2		2						1						58

		10-Apr		3		4		1				29		13		4				7		1				1								63

		17-Apr		3		6		3				28		5		3		2		6		5												61

		24-Apr		2		2						32		15		10		2		4		2												69

		01-May		3		6		3				47		16		7		2		6		1												91

		08-May		1		2		1				10		6		5		1		3		1												30

		15-May		3		10		1				17		12		2				3														48

		22-May		1		7		1				29		17		12		1		4		4												76

		29-May		6		4		1				29		17		11		3		4		8												83

		05-Jun		4		9						23		7		2		1		6		2												54

		12-Jun		4		6		3				25		15		10		2		4														69

		19-Jun		2		5		1				21		14		5		4		7		3				1								63

		26-Jun		4		1		2				17		16		2				11		4												57

		03-Jul		4		2				1		30		14		16		1		9		6				1								84

		10-Jul		2		7		1				21		12		9		4		10		1				2								69

		17-Jul		4		1						22		13		10		3		6		3				1								63

		24-Jul		4		4		2				20		11		5		1		11		6				1								65

		31-Jul		4		5		1				19		13		4		3		15		6												70

		07-Aug		7		3				1		24		14		7		1		15		7				1								80

		14-Aug		2		2		1		1		24		14		9		3		5		4				3								68

		21-Aug		4		5		3				21		9		4		1		10		1				1								59

		28-Aug		2		5		1				25		14		3		2		10		2				3								67

		04-Sep		2		4		2				27		7		8		4		8		3				1								66

		11-Sep		3		5		2				21		14		5		5		11		5				1								72

		18-Sep		1		3		1				17		9		2				6		6				1								46

		25-Sep		2		3		1				10		11		5		4		10		3								1				50

		02-Oct				2						21		8		4		4		8		3				1								51

		09-Oct		2		7		1		1		21		15		7		4		11		4												73

		16-Oct		3		1		1				18		14		13		2		11		6				3						1		73

		23-Oct		5		3		2				18		20		11				11		3				2								75

		30-Oct		1		1						17		17		4		2		19		5												66

		06-Nov						2				4		3		3				5		1												18

		Total		131		172		54		8		993		525		254		73		282		127		1		27		1		1		1		2650



&LData Source: Data Warehouse &D&C
&R&F Information Department




