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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 343/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 4th November 2022


Further to your request for information dated 18th October 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:

1. The number of temporary closures of stand-alone maternity units and the reason for the closure, by year, for the last four years (2019 to 2022) 
In January 2020 the Birthing Unit in Tywyn Community Hospital was closed to support necessary infection prevention control upgrades. 

During April 2020, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the three birthing units located in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) Community Hospitals were closed. These Units also housed the respective local community midwifery hubs which were relocated to other appropriate locations within those communities as part of the pandemic response. As part of the pandemic recovery and service priorities for 2022/2023 the Women’s Service is looking to work with partners and service users to establish exactly which services women want locally in these communities and in the future. The respective community hubs have been re-established on the original Community Hospital sites and provide local antenatal, postnatal, pregnancy education and support services in those communities.

2. The number of temporary closures of home birth services and the reason for the closure, by year, for the last four years (2019 to 2022) 
There was one home birth suspension within BCUHB during the time frame specified. The Home Birth Service was temporarily suspended on 18th July 2022 due to system pressures within the NHS and Welsh Ambulance Service which is expected to extend into the winter months. This is impacting on the whole system’s ability to offer a planned home birth service as a safe option, critically if a woman needed to be transferred from home in an emergency. As a result, the local Service remains suspended as discussions progress with key stakeholders. This temporary suspension is monitored closely and reviewed on a monthly basis. Women are regularly updated on the temporary suspension of the service and some do choose to opt for home as a birth choice, fully informed of the known pressures. The service, in such circumstances, continue to support women and their families in their choices. 

3. The number of advertised Full Time Equivalent (FTE) vacancies for midwifery registered staff, by year, for the last four years (2019 to 2022) 
The TRAC recruitment system only holds vacancy data for a period of 547 days after a vacancy is closed to new applications and was last modified.  Therefore, the information provided in the table below is for advertised FTE for posts containing ‘Midwife’ in the title with an advertising start date of March 2021.

	Year
	Advertised FTE

	2021
	51.41

	2022
	53.58



We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


