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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 255/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 5th October 2022


Further to your request for information dated 6th September 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:

For the purpose of the following questions, we define adult sexual exploitation (ASE) as occurring when someone is coerced, forced, or manipulated into engaging in sexual activities by a third party or out of necessity to finance basic needs. This is also known as ‘prostitution’, ‘survival sex’ and includes ‘sex for rent’ agreements. Examples of this can include being trafficked for the purposes of sexual exploitation and involvement in street-based sex work. Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is defined as per the statutory definition. 
In line with statutory guidance, a child/young person is anyone under the age of 18, and an adult is defined as anyone aged 18 years and over.

Please note that the Local Authority are the Statutory Lead in relation to Adult/Child at Risk processes.  They will hold specific safeguarding data in line with National Frameworks. 

1. How many adults did you support during the last 3 financial years who have experienced sexual exploitation?
2. How many adults did you support during the last 3 financial years who are at risk of experiencing sexual exploitation?
3. How many children and young people did you support during the last 3 financial years who have experienced sexual exploitation?
4. How many children and young people did you support during the last 3 financial years who are at risk of experiencing sexual exploitation? 
5. For Questions 1 to 4, do you collect data on those who have experienced sexual exploitation disaggregated across protected characteristics as defined by the Equality Act 2010, including age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage, civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation? Please provide the answers to questions 1 to 4 for each characteristic listed if so.

6. Do you provide direct support for survivors to exit adult exploitation? If so, how many survivors have you supported in the last 3 financial years through this support?
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board do not hold individual data specifically based on Sexual Exploitation.  Allegations of Sexual Abuse are recorded as part of the data collection for Local, Regional and National Regulatory Bodies.  To ascertain specific and individual case details a review of all cases relating to Sexual Abuse would need to be completed, and we have established that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff approximately 44 hours to locate and review the allegations of sexual abuse over the last 3 financial years. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per case, there being 175 reported during the period specified to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 44 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £1,100.

As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
7.
How much funding was committed during the last 3 financial years towards projects that support adults at risk of or experiencing sexual exploitation?
8.
How much funding was committed during the last 3 financial years towards projects that support children and young people at risk of or experiencing sexual exploitation?
9.
The names of any specific projects dedicated to supporting adults at risk of experiencing sexual exploitation, the length of the contracts, and the length of support provided.
10.
The names of any specific projects dedicated to supporting children and young people at risk of experiencing sexual exploitation, the length of the contracts, and the length of support provided.
There has been no dedicated funds or projects within the last 3 financial years.
11.
How are the needs of adults at risk of experiencing sexual exploitation assessed?

BCUHB assess the needs of adults at risk on an individual basis directed by policy, process and legislation.  Assessment is subject to the consent of the adult and the support of the services directly involved in supporting them. 

12.
How are the needs of children and young people at risk of experiencing sexual exploitation assessed?

BCUHB assess the needs of children and young people at risk on an individual basis directed by policy, process and legislation.  Assessment is subject to the support of the services directly involved in supporting them. 

13.
Do you have a dedicated strategy for supporting adults at risk of experiencing sexual exploitation? 

The strategy formulates part of the overarching Adult Safeguarding Strategy and is led by local, regional and national policies, procedures and legislation. 

14.
Do you have a dedicated strategy for supporting children and young people at risk of experiencing sexual exploitation? 

The strategy formulates part of the overarching Children and Young People Safeguarding strategy and is led by local, regional and national policies, procedures and legislation. 

In addition, BCUHB currently have a task and finish group which is developing an action plan to support CSA activities, this will also cover CSE and is based on the Welsh Government’s 10 key objectives.

15.
How does strategic decision making around adult sexual exploitation link up
with strategic decision making about Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (VAWDASV) in your organisation? 

This is included within the overarching adult safeguarding internal processes and procedures as required by local, regional and national polices and legal frameworks.

16.
How does strategic decision making around child sexual exploitation link up with strategic decision making about VAWDASV in your organisation? 

This is included within the overarching child safeguarding internal processes and procedures as required by local, regional and national polices and legal frameworks.

17.
Have you consulted directly with survivors of sexual exploitation in any strategic, policy, or support planning? 

No.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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