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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 160/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 4th August 2022 


Further to your request for information dated 21st July 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request:
Following my previous response, FOI reference 089/22/FOI, you have not answered my query as to how you plan to reduce the waiting lists for knee replacement surgery given that they are getting longer day by day. The figures for operations carried out in the East and West areas have dropped significantly rather than increased. Can you please clarify what plans you have in place to rectify this situation? 
Our response:

I can confirm that the information requested under FOI reference 089/22/FOI did not ask how Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) plan to reduce the waiting lists for knee replacement surgery.  FOI 089/22/FOI requested if BCUHB had any plans to increase the number of operations undertaken given the extent of the waiting lists.
We can advise that routine activity has commenced post COVID-19 pandemic, although Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) are still seeing some impact from this. Levels of activity have begun to return back to full capacity from July 2022, however to increase capacity further and reduce waiting lists BCUHB have implemented theatre efficiencies looking at the available capacity on theatre lists and aim to increase the number of cases on each list. In addition to this, additional capacity is being utilised through working with alternative providers. As such, BCUHB are focusing on the longest waiting patients to be treated and are planning on additional capacity at Abergele Hospital.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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