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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 152/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 16th September 2022 


Further to your request for information dated 19th July 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response:

1. All disclosure information you provided the coroner in the inquest for Peter Arnold held recently. 
Please find below names of 3 documents provided to the coroner:

· A statement provided by a BCUHB Consultant Gastroenterologist 

· A statement provided by a BCUHB Honorary Consultant Psychiatrist

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board can confirm that it holds the information requested, however, it considers that some of the detail within the statements are personal data. Therefore, as responses under the Freedom of Information Act are to the public at large, we are unable to provide you with this information due to the risk of identification of individuals. This information is protected by the Data Protection Act 2018, as its disclosure would constitute unfair and unlawful processing and would be contrary to the principles set out in Article 5 of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  This information is therefore exempt under Section 40(2) of the Act.  

Section 40 is an absolute exemption and does not require the Health Board to consider the public interest test.

We are also withholding information under Section 41 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. The Health Board’s duty of confidence applies even after death, and is withheld under Section 41, Information provided in confidence.  In reaching this decision the Health Board has taken into account the strong expectations of its patients, their families, and the legal obligations of the Health Board to ensure that personal information relating to deceased patients is protected and remains confidential.  

· Individual patient Health and Social Care Advisory Service (HASCAS) Report 

Other information contained within the individual patient Health and Social Care Advisory Service (HASCAS) Report has previously been published and is therefore exempt from disclosure under Section 21 – Information accessible by other means. As this is an absolute exemption under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, there is no requirement for the Health Board to consider the public interest test. However, under our obligation to advise and assist we can confirm that the information requested is available on the Health Board’s public facing website site under Tawel Fan, please refer to the link below:

https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/news/updates-and-developments/updates/archived-updates/tawel-fan/ 

2. Details of any external people and qualifications who had been brought in to prepare the disclosure documents? 
No external person was brought in to assist the preparation of the disclosure documents.

3. Breakdown of all additional external costs incurred to prepare the disclosure documents.  
There were no additional external costs incurred to prepare the disclosure documents.

4. What is the total amount of compensation paid to date for any families who are due to still have an inquest on their relative associated with Mental Health services?
There are two inquests outstanding. The total of the sums paid under ‘redress’ is £23,000.
5. Details of any deaths that have occurred in Mental Health services since the HASCAS, Ockenden and HIW reports since 2018?
In total 46 inpatient deaths have been recorded in Mental Health services between 1st January 2018 and 31st July 2022. These are split by area of the Health Board:

	Area 
	Total inpatient

deaths

	West Area 

(Bryn-y-Neuadd Hospital, Cefni Hospital, Ysbyty Gwynedd)
	20

	Central Area 

(Bryn Hesketh Unit, Colwyn Bay Community Hospital, Ysbyty Glan Clwyd)
	8

	East Area 

(Wrexham Maelor Hospital)
	18


These figures are derived from the Health Board’s information systems. Please note that the following have been taken into consideration:

· Patient’s main speciality code is defined as a recognised mental health speciality code (excluding Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS))
· Patient’s method of discharge is “(4) patient died”

· Includes all Health Board inpatient wards, not just mental health wards
· Date range is 1st January 2018 up to 31st July 2022

For clarity, this data includes all deaths, including those expected or natural cause deaths, and those where the cause is not related to a mental health condition.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


