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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 133/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 26th July 2022 


Further to your request for information dated 11th July 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response: 
1. Please forward me details of all and any adult and paediatric Speech and Language Therapy (SLT) interventions funded by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) over the last 8 years. This would include funding of TalkTools intervention and equipment as well as any funded visits and/or consultations by privately employed SLTs.
BCUHB SLT do not routinely fund privately sourced SLT interventions for adults or children. There are occasions where, following specific individualised assessment, further assessment or advice is sought from nationally renowned specialist services to support the provision of SLT locally. This includes funding support from the Michael Palin Centre (for dysfluency) and the Nuffield Centre (for verbal dyspraxia), whose teams include SLTs. 

BCUHB SLT follow all Wales clinical pathways wherever possible to support children with speech, language and communication needs. TalkTools is not an approach recommended in any current All Wales pathways. It is therefore not an approach that is ordinarily available within BCUHB SLT service.

There may be occasions where an approach is trialed with agreement and consent, and individual outcomes monitored. This was the case with TalkTools on one occasion within BCUHB in 2017, where the tools and intervention where funded by BCUHB SLT.

2. It would also include privately employed SLTs being funded to provide training of any kind to any population. 
BCUHB SLT do not fund privately employed SLTs to provide training to any population other than for its staff. SLT staff training is often provided by privately employed or independent SLTs to develop specific skills or competencies to our staff to enable them to deliver high quality care to the population.

BCUHB retains training plans for 2 years. Those training plans do not record the credentials of the providers of any external courses. A recent example of training funded for SLT staff that has been provided by privately employed SLTs is Clinical Supervision Training (Company: In Tandem).

3. Please also inform me if there are any partially funded agreements with social services or education authorities. 

All Local Authorities in North Wales have service level agreements with BCUHB to provide integrated services for some cohorts of children with speech, language and communication needs. These Service Level Agreements (SLAs) are owned by the Local Authorities. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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