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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 043/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 9th May 2022 


Further to your request for information dated 29th April 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request:
Please provide information regarding the current restrictions in place in relation to birthing partners in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) and advise if this is likely to change by June 2022. 
Our response:

The health, safety and wellbeing of pregnant women, birthing people and their babies, and staff in maternity units and the wider community is crucial and remains our absolute priority. 

With the ethos of partnership working to ensure delivery of safe, effective care all birthing partners are asked to take a lateral flow test and have received a negative result before visiting a maternity unit or antenatal / postnatal clinic in a community setting. No more than one visitor will be able to accompany birthing people in maternity units at any one time. 

A birth partner supporting a woman during hospital visits and labour continues to be categorised as an essential visitor. All birthing partners must have no symptoms of COVID-19, and must not attend if they are self-isolating for suspected or confirmed COVID-19. Midwives / Obstetricians should discuss visiting with pregnant women at the earliest opportunity and discussion should include options for an alternative essential visitor should the primary birth partner have symptoms of COVID-19, or be in self-isolation for suspected or confirmed COVID-19.

The situation is reviewed on a regular basis in line with national guidance from the Welsh Government, however currently there is no date for alternative visiting arrangements to be put into place in maternity services. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


