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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 029/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 9th May 2022 


Further to your request for information dated 20th April 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response: 
1. Please confirm the number of patients under the care of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) who have had their birth place choice in any NHS England establishment approved (dating from November 2018, when I believe the Border Health Care in Wales: Statement of Values and Principles was published).
There were 895 applications to birth in England approved between 1st November 2018 and 25th April 2022. 
2. What were the underlying reasons that allowed BCUHB to support those patients' choices?
The current main criteria to approve applications to birth outside of BCUHB is that of clinical history / indication. 
Applications from pregnant women living in North Wales have been received since the Birth Choices process was implemented (circa 2015) women complete a birth choices application form if they wish to give birth in an NHS organisation external to BCUHB. Women with previous obstetric history (i.e. previously had an operative or high risk birth in the NHS organisation where they were applying to give birth) or women with a medical history (i.e. gynaecology problems and receiving care in another NHS organisation, again where they were applying to give birth) applications were approved. If there are no previous obstetric or medical history the application would generally be declined. All birth choices applications which are declined are able to appeal the decision. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


