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	Dyddiad / Date: 29th April 2022 


Further to your request for information dated 21st April 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:

Please provide the following information in relation to the haemodialysis technique at Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB): 
 
1. When was the buttonhole needling technique for haemodialysis first introduced, if ever, at BCUHB?
The buttonhole needling technique for haemodialysis was first introduced in BCUHB in 2009. 

2. Has BCUHB ever used buttonhole needling technique on arteriovenous graft (AV) grafts?

If so, please give details including:
a) the period over which this practice has occurred, including the date on which the practice commenced
b) the numbers of patients involved
c) the relevant protocols and governance arrangements, including patient consent and or patient information material
d) outcome data gathered including data on adverse outcomes such as infections, hospitalisation and deaths
3. If BCUHB has trialed buttonhole needling technique on AV grafts, has it done so within any research framework?

If so, please share any research applications and ethics approval documentation.
The buttonhole needling technique has never been used on AV grafts in BCUHB. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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