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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 023/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 24th May 2022


Further to your request for information dated 18th April 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our apologies for the delay.
Your request and our response:

I would like you to provide the statistical list of deaths of patients at the Ablett Psychiatric Unit at Glan Clwyd and the Hergest Unit in Bangor from 1998 to 2021 showing each year how many people died as an in-patient. Also, if you could additionally provide the cause of death, that would be great.
Please note that we are unable to provide you with data going back to 1998 as the inception of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board was on 1st October 2009.  We have therefore provided you with data from 2010 onwards. 

	
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2016
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	 Ablett Unit
	4
	5
	1
	4
	2
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2016
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	Hergest Unit
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1


In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

With regards to the cause of death, the Health Board does not routinely record this information and if it were recorded it may be held within the patient notes.  However, due to the very low numbers involved we are unable to provide you with the level of detail you are seeking, as there is a potential risk of identifying the deceased.  The Health Board’s duty of confidence applies even after death, and is withheld under Section 41 - information provided in confidence.  In reaching this decision the Health Board has taken into account the strong expectations of its patients, their families and the legal obligations of the Health Board to ensure that personal information relating to deceased patients is protected and remains confidential.  
Section 41 is an absolute exemption and does not require the Health Board to consider the public interest test.

Please note that for unexpected deaths, the cause of death can only be determined by the Coroner.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


