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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 017/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 9th May 2022


Further to your request for information dated 13 April 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:

1) Who commissions the Pulmonary Rehab services your patients have access to and who provides these services?
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) commissions the BCUHB Pulmonary Rehabilitation Service. Therapy Services / Physiotherapy is responsible for the provision of the service with support from Occupational Therapy and Dietetics. The service also receives sessional input from the wider multidisciplinary team including consultants, pharmacists, and respiratory nurse specialists.

2) When did the services first commence?
East area – 2002

Central area - 2003

West area – 2002

3) How many patients have been referred to the service in the last 12 months and 24 months of data held?
The numbers below are for April - March 2020/21 and 2021/22. Also included are the figures for 2019/2020. Please note the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on referral rates.
	Referrals received

	Area
	2019/20
	2020/21
	2021/22

	Central
	293
	90
	196

	East 
	557
	230
	371

	West
	319
	58
	182

	Total
	1169
	378
	749


4) Of these being referred how many have actually attended the service in these same time periods?
In March 2020, BCU programmes of work were closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the majority of staff were redeployed to acute services. Teams in the West and East areas also supported post Covid-19 rehabilitation.  The remaining staff contacted patients on the waiting lists to offer telephone advice and self-management support. 

In 2020/21, the services in West and East delivered virtual pulmonary rehabilitation (VPR) programmes from January to May 2021. 66 patients attended the VPR programmes recruited from the waiting lists. 

In 2021/22, face to face services resumed in East and West areas in May 2021. In the Central area face-to-face services resumed in November 2021. 121 patients attended the face-to-face programmes. Only patients triaged as urgent (Early rehab post hospital discharge, interstitial lung disease and lung cancer patients) and those referred in 2021/2022 were seen in this time period. 

5) How long does the average patient stay within the services?
We currently offer a 6-week rehabilitation programme across all sites. After assessment, the majority of patients remain with the service for 8 -12 weeks. The time period will vary according to the needs of individual patients. Some patients may take longer to complete the 6-week programme because of exacerbations, hospital admission, or other health problems.

6) What is the current waiting list size for the service?
	Area
	No. patients

	Central 
	302

	East
	269

	West
	102

	Total BCUHB 
	673


7) What is the current remaining contract duration for these services?
The service has permanent funding.

8) Has the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) ever commissioned Digital Respiratory Services?

If so were these for Pulmonary Rehab?

If so who were the providers?

If so how many patients have utilised this digital element?
Wales does not have CCGs, however we can confirm that the Health Board has not commissioned digital respiratory services for the Pulmonary Rehabilitation programme. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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