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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 014/22/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 11th May 2022


Further to your request for information dated 11th April 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:

1. How many diagnoses of Autism were given to children (under 18 years of age) in 2021, 2020, 2019 and 2018?

Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) does not record data on when a diagnosis is given. However, from 1st January 2021 to 25th April 2022, our external provider who is undertaking assessments on our behalf has given 682 diagnoses of Autism.

2. What is the current waiting time, from referral to assessment, for a child awaiting an Autism assessment? 
Due to the way in which information is recorded, we cannot differentiate between assessments for autism and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) however, the average wait in BCUHB for a neurodevelopment assessment is 57 weeks.

3. Please sort this data into male and female wait times.
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a centralised location and easily accessible. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the gender of each patient waiting for a neurodevelopment assessment. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 228 hours to locate and review patient notes held across 3 acute hospital sites. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per patient record, there being 2744 patient records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 228 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £5,700. 
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 
4. How many children (under 18 years of age) are currently waiting for an assessment by your children’s neurodevelopmental (ND) services? 

As at 31st March 2022, there were 2744 children and young people waiting for a neurodevelopment assessment. At the time the referrals were accepted the children were under the age of 18. 
5. Of those children waiting, how many are waiting for an Autism assessment by your health board? 

As per our response to question 2 above, we cannot differentiate between assessments for autism and ADHD. 
6. What percentage of children were seen within the waiting time target of 26 weeks from referral to assessment? Please provide data for 2021, 2020, 2019 and 2018. 

BCUHB are not currently meeting the waiting time target for neurodevelopment assessments. At 31st March 2022, 43% of children & young people were waiting within target, which is an improved position upon previous two years: 

· 31st March 2021 – 26% waiting within target
· 31st  March 2020 – 29% waiting within target
· 31st  March 2019 – 38% waiting within target
· 31st  March 2018 – 46% waiting within target
7. At what age do you begin assessing children for Autism?
The preschool development teams will see children under 5 years of age if they fulfil certain criteria prior to being referred for an ASD assessment. Referrals for ASD assessment are accepted from 2.5 years, with the child preferably attending a nursery/playgroup or equivalent social setting for approximately 6 months. For children referred below this age, the focus would be on the area of concern/need rather than formal assessment. 
Please find below the link to the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) guidelines that are referred to (specifically section 1.3): 
Autism spectrum disorder in under 19s: recognition, referral and diagnosis (nice.org.uk)  

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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