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Further to your request for information dated 18th July 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response: 
1. Please confirm the number of patients you issue blister packs to and at how many sites these are issued within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB)? 
Pharmacy do not keep a record of how many patients have been issued blister pack medications. However, the pharmacy dispensing system shows that the NHS Wales Venalink Trifold Card, a tray used to produce medication blisterpacks has been issued to 270 patients from two of the acute hospital sites in 2021 to date. Blister packs are prepared at each of the three acute hospital sites within BCUHB. 

2. How do you currently operate with blister-packs?

Blister packs are not routinely initiated during hospital admissions. Blister packs will be prepared for patients whose medication has been changed during the course of their admission in order to facilitate safe discharge. 

3. What will be your plans when pharmacies stop providing blister-packs?
You further clarified that you believe pharmacies will soon stop dispensing blister-packs as they don't receive profit for providing this service, they only receive £9.35 (and seems this rate is going to be reduced) per item in the prescriptions and they still have to pay staff for carrying out this service. In this case, if pharmacies stop providing this service, you would like to know what BCUHB plan to do. 
4. Would you be interested in my company providing blister-packs to BCUHB?
Under the Freedom of Information Act, you have a right to request any recorded information held by a public authority, however the authority does not have to answer your question if this would mean creating new information or giving an opinion or judgment that is not already recorded.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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