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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 171/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 26th August 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 16th July 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response:

I am researching the incidence and treatment of oesophageal and gastric cancer. I would greatly appreciate if you could answer the following questions.
 

1. Does Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) treat the following conditions? 

· Advanced oesophageal cancer
Yes 
· Advanced gastric cancer
Yes 
· In case you do not treat either of the above conditions, which other Trust do you refer these patients to? 
Not Applicable
2. Please provide the total number of patients treated in the last 6 months for: 
· Oesophageal cancer (any type)
There were 63 patients treated for oesophageal cancer between 1st January and 30th June 2021. 
· Oesophageal adenocarcinoma
There were 36 patients treated for oesophageal adenocarcinoma between 1st January and 30th June 2021.

· Oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma 
There were 21 patients treated for oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma 

between 1st January and 30th June 2021.

· Unresectable oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma 
2 Patients had surgery as first definitive treatment for unresectable oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma between 1st January and 30th June 2021.

· Gastric cancer (any type)
There were 31 patients treated for gastric cancer between 1st January and 30th June 2021.

· HER2 negative or HER2 untested gastric cancer
This information is not recorded.
3. For oesophageal squamous cell carcinoma only, how many patients were treated in the past 6 months with: 
· Platinum and fluoropyrimidene based combination treatments ( isplatin or 
oxaliplatin with 5-fluorouracil or  capecitabine) 

· Any other systemic anti-cancer therapy 

· Palliative care only 
4. For Gastric cancer only, how many patients were treated in the past 6 months with: 
· CapeOx (Capecitabine with Oxaliplatin) 

· FOLFOX (folinic acid, fluorouracil and oxaliplatin) 

· Any other systemic anti-cancer therapy 

· Palliative care only 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

In regards to questions 3 and 4,this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in an easily accessible centralised location. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine what condition the above treatments were prescribed for. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff 26 hours to locate and review patient notes held across 3 acute hospital sites. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per patient record, there being 104 patient records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 26 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £650. 
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 
Under our obligation to advise and assist, provided in the table below are the number of patients treated with each of the medications listed from 1st December 2020 to 31st May 2021, however we are unable to state which condition these treatments were prescribed for. 
	Treatment
	Number of patients treated

	Platinum and fluoropyrimidene based combination treatments (cisplatin or oxaliplatin with 5-fluorouracil or capecitabine
	29

	Any other systemic anti-cancer therapy
	34

	CapeOx (capecitabine with oxaliplatin)
	10

	FOLFOX (folinic acid, fluorouracil and oxaliplatin)
	7

	Any other systemic anti-cancer therapy 
	24

	Palliative care only
	6


5. Does your Health Board participate in any ongoing clinical trials for the treatment of cesophageal cancer?  If so, can you please provide the name of each trial and the number of patients taking part.
SCOPE 2 trial is open at Ysbyty Glan Clwyd (patients are referred in from Ysbyty Gwynedd and Wrexham Maelor Hospital) chemoradiation for radical pathway of oesophageal patients. There have been 18 patients recruited to date and 10 patients are in follow up. The trial was suspended through Covid-19 and re-opened at the end of 2020. 

Add-Aspirin trial is open at Ysbyty Glan Clwyd. One patient only has been recruited and we are struggling to recruit to the oesophageal/gastric cohort for this trial. 
6. Does your Health Board participate in any ongoing clinical trials for the treatment of gastric cancer?  If so, can you please provide the name of each trial and the number of patients taking part.
PLATFORM trial is open at Ysbyty Glan Clwyd and Wrexham Maelor Hospital for patients with metastatic oesophageal and gastric cancer. This was suspended during Covid-19 and should be re-opening soon. 12 patients have been recruited so far and none remain in follow up. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


