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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 162/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 5th August 2021  


Further to your request for information dated 12th July 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response:
Please provide the following information in regards to the Simulation Technology for Healthcare Training competition. For clarity, this competition opened for applications on the 26th April 2021 and closed on the 28th May 2021. The organisation noted on the competition details was NHS Wales.  
1. The number of assessed applications (not disregarded due to being deemed out of scope etc).
There were 23 applications.
2. The number of applications funded. 
4 applications were funded.
3. The average funding amount per project. 
The average funding amount was £27,986.
4. The smallest and largest amount of funding per project
	Smallest
	£22,232.4

	Largest
	£29,980.80


5. The average score.  
The average score was 76.5% for the successful applications, with a 69% score overall. 
6. The success threshold.  
The successful threshold was 67.5%
7. Decision-making process based on portfolio (i.e. why higher scoring projects might not get funded and lower scoring projects get funded).   
Applications were scored by experts in various appropriate fields across Wales, and any conflicts of interests were declared. The applications were evaluated against key criteria, and at a decision conference reviewed by the same experts.  Any concerns such as clinical safety meant that not all top scoring applications went through due to aspects of the application the clinical team deemed unsuitable to meet the project needs. In addition, the top scoring 6 applicants were invited to a Meet and Greet with the Project Board which included clinical expertise where they presented their proposed solutions and a five minute question and answer session took place on each to enable the Board to be clear on what will be delivered. The Board discussed any concerns that arose from the presentations allowing them to re-rank applications based on the additional information received.
8. The names of the organisations that were successful in obtaining funding for phase 1 of the competition. 
· Aspire and Learn Ltd

· Nudge Reality Ltd

· TruCorp Ltd

· Rescape Innovation Ltd
9. A copy of each of the successfully funded organisations completed application forms.
The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) Commercial Interests.  

The Public Interest Test 
In considering the application of the section 43 exemption it is necessary to consider the balance of the public interest for and against disclosure.

Public Interest for disclosure
As the NHS is funded through public money it is especially important that its commissioning and spending activities are scrutinised and held to high account. Disclosure of the information would enable the public to see how much of taxpayers’ money is being spent. 


Public Interest against disclosure
It is considered that the release of the successfully funded organisations completed application forms is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) for the following reasons:  
· As this is innovation, the suppliers intellectual property has not been protected if this is shared.  As the solutions are not yet in a ready state to go on for procurement their idea(s) could be stolen. 

· This is a competition for funding and solving real problems which are widely reached across the UK.  This is a competitive environment and sharing such information will have the potential of putting the applicant(s) at a disadvantage.
· It would not only damage our reputation as a Centre of Excellence but potentially that of all SBRI (Small Business Research Initiatives) funding providers across the UK including Welsh Government.
· This would also potentially prevent other businesses applying for future competitions with the Health Board.
· The applications outline how they plan to carry out the development on their innovation, their team, skills, manufacturing, alongside their commercial plan which includes costings.

The balance of the public interest
The Health Board considers that this would be detrimental for all parties, reputational damage to the Centre of Excellence and the SBRI process as a whole, potentially preventing people applying in the future.  For businesses the applications outline their innovative such solutions that are not market ready but working to address a real problem, and the process is to help them develop those, they would then potentially not be able to protect their Intellectual property, the applications outline their commercial plan, costings etc so they would lose their rights of privacy in a competitive environment.

Having carefully considered the public interest test we have concluded that there is a strong public interest in maintaining the fair and proper operation of commercial markets for both the suppliers and the Health Board.

Taking the above into consideration, having applied the necessary, relevant tests and taking all the current circumstances into consideration we are content that the requirements of all necessary and relevant tests have been met and the application of the exemption under Section 43(2) is appropriate on this occasion

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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