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Further to your request for information dated 28th March 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:

I would be very grateful if you could respond to the following questions relating to 'Pills by Post' abortions, which is defined as an abortion undertaken at the patient's home with both of the tablets required for the procedure being provided to her by post.
1. How many ‘Pills by Post’ abortions were undertaken by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) during the years 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021?

Provided in the table below are the number of ‘Pills by Post’ abortions undertaken in BCUHB from 31st March 2020 to 28th February 2022. Please note that the ‘Pills by Post’ home abortions scheme did not commence until 31st March 2020 in BCUHB.  Please also note that data is provided up to 28th February 2022 as this is the most recent recorded information available.
	Year
	Total

	2020/2021
	1,375

	2021/2022
	1,090


2. How many women were recorded to be reporting medical problems attributed to ‘Pills by Post’ abortions undertaken by BCUHB during the years 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021?
Provided in the table below are the number of incidents reported due to medical problems attributed to ‘Pills by Post’ abortions from 31st March 2020 to 28th February 2022. 
	Year
	Total

	2020/2021
	40

	2021/2022
	36


3. How many women required surgery following incomplete abortions to remove the baby’s body parts or pregnancy tissue after ‘Pills by Post’ abortions in BCUHB during the years 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021?
There have been 14 incidences (approximately 7 per year) of retained products of conception as a result of ‘Pills by Post’ abortions in BCUHB from 31st March 2020 to 28th February 2022. 
4. How many women required inpatient admission for treatment of medical problems attributed to ‘pills by post’ abortions in BCUHB during the years 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021?
14 patients (approximately 7 per year) were admitted to BCUHB for treatment of medical problems attributed to ‘Pills by Post’ abortions from 31st March 2020 to 28th February 2022.
5. How many women died of medical problems attributed to ‘Pills by Post’ abortions in BCUHB during the years 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021?
During the period 31st March 2020 to 28th February 2022, there were no deaths in BCUHB due to medical problems attributed to ‘Pills by Post’ abortions. 
6. How many complaints were received from patients relating to the ‘Pills by Post’ abortion process in BCUHB during the years 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021?
There have been 2 complaints, 1 for the reporting period 01/04/20 to 31/03/21 and 1 for the reporting period 01/04/21 to 28/02/22.
7. What form of psychological aftercare is provided to women following ‘Pills by Post’ procedures by BCUHB?
Each woman will experience different feelings after an abortion and will deal with it in different ways. Many women do not feel the need to talk after their abortion. For some women it is useful to talk through their emotions following their treatment. If a client feels it might help them to talk with us, they can arrange to have counselling over the telephone or at one of our clinics. This service is free to British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS) clients and information on how to access this care is included in BPAS client materials.  Under our obligation to advise and assist we have included the website link to BPAS.
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