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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 556/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 8th March 2022


Further to your request for information dated 9th February 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:
1. How many elective procedures (or admissions) that were due to be carried out by your NHS health board were instead carried out by a private provider in the financial years 2018-19, 2019-2020, 2020-2021, 2021-to date?

	Year
	Elective Procedures

	2018/2019
	295

	2019/2020
	0

	2020/2021
	0

	2021/2022 (up until 31st January 2022)
	93


2. For the financial years stated above, what percentage of all elective procedures at your health board had to be instead carried out by a private provider?
Less than 1% of elective procedures had to be carried out by a private provider.

3. For the financial years stated above, what were the most common reasons for a procedure to be carried out by a private provider – even though it was initially scheduled to be carried out by the health board? 

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board can confirm that we hold the information you have requested however, we have established that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff approximately 32 hours to locate and review the patient’s notes who have had private treatment as specified in question 1 to establish the reason for the procedure being carried out privately. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per patient, there being 388 to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 32 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £800.  As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test
4. If it comes within the cost limits, for Q1, which procedures were carried out by private?

The procedures that were carried out privately in question 1 are as follows: 
· Abdominal Hernia Procedures
· Complex Hernia Procedures

· Complex, Oesophageal, Stomach or Duodenum Procedures
· Inguinal, Umbilical or Femoral Hernia Procedures
· Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy
· Phacoemulsification Cataract Extraction and Lens Implant
· Very Major, Cataract or Lens Procedures
· Extraction of Multiple Teeth
· Major Dental Procedures
· Major Surgical Removal of Tooth
· Minor Extraction of Tooth
· Surgical Removal of Tooth
· Vasectomy Procedures
· Diagnostic Flexible Cystoscopy
· Minor Bladder Procedures
· Minor Penis Procedures
· Minor, Scrotum, Testis or Vas Deferens Procedures
· Scrotum, Testis or Vas Deferens Disorders, with Interventions
· Transurethral Prostate Resection Procedures
· Adenotonsillectomy
· Complex Sinus Procedures
· Intermediate Sinus Procedures
· Major Nose Procedures
· Major Sinus Procedures
· Very Major Nose Procedures
· Septoplasty
· Septorhinoplasty


· Tonsillectomy
· Hip Procedures
· Knee Procedures
· Upper Limb Procedures

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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