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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 543/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 25th February 2022


Further to your request for information dated 1st February 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:
I am sending this request under the Freedom of Information Act to ask for the following information.
If retrieving all of the below data exceeds the appropriate limit for the FOI, please answer only questions 1c, 2c and all of question 5.

1. How many individuals were granted NHS Continuing Health Care (CHC) funding via the Fast-Track Pathway in the following financial years?

a) 2018-19

b) 2019-20

c) 2020-21
Please find provided in the table below the number of individuals who were granted funding:
	Financial year
	Total

	2018-19
	317

	2019-20
	481

	2020-21
	517


2. How many individuals initially granted NHS Continuing Health Care funding via the Fast-Track Pathway had a Decision Support Tool (DST) assessment in the following financial years:
a) 2018-19

b) 2019-20

c) 2020-21

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to fully respond to your request to the level of detail required.  
As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450.  In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 850 hours to locate and review patient notes. This figure is based on a timescale of 30 minutes per record, and there being approximately 1,700 records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 850 @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £21,250.

As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.

However, where a recommendation is made for an urgent package of care by an appropriate clinician through the fast track process this is accepted and actioned immediately by the Health Board. Any subsequent reviews of eligibility are completed in accordance with the review process as set out in the national CHC framework; this includes completion of the DST by the Multi Disciplinary Team (MDT) including a recommendation on future eligibility on a case by case basis.
3. How many of the individuals outlined in answer 2a were found by the DST assessment to be:

i)         Eligible for Continuing Health Care funding

ii) No longer eligible for Continuing Health Care funding

iii) Other (please detail where possible)

Please see response to question 2 above.
4. How many of the individuals outlined in answer 2b were found by the DST assessment to be:

i)         Eligible for Continuing Health Care funding

ii) No longer eligible for Continuing Health Care funding

iii) Other (please detail where possible)

Please see response to question 2 above.

5. How many of the individuals outlined in answer 2c were found by the DST assessment to be:

i)         Eligible for Continuing Health Care funding

ii) No longer eligible for Continuing Health Care funding

iii) Other (please detail where possible)

Please see response to question 2 above.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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