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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 488/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 25th January 2022 

	


Further to your request for information received by the Health Board on 6th January 2022, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response:

1. For the calendar year of 2021, please could you tell me how many individual Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) examinations were performed in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) overall?
2. For the calendar year of 2021, please could you give a breakdown of the individual MRI examinations performed into body part/area? For instance, how many brain scans, spine scans etc. I am happy with whichever body part description is input in the picture archiving and communication system (PACS) system.

Please refer to the embedded spreadsheet below for our responses in relation to the 

information requested. 
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3. As of the start of 2022, what would the waiting time be (in weeks) for a routine MRI scan (for example how long would a patient have to wait if they were referred for a routine MRI scan of their knee)?
Unfortunately, due to the way that BCUHB currently record this information we are unable to say what the waiting time would be if you were referred for a routine MRI scan as of the start of 2022. We are able to confirm that we are working to ensure that all patients are seen within the 8 week Referral To Treatment (RTT) target, however, a number of patients have waited between 8 and 15 weeks.

4. How much money was paid to private companies during the calendar year 2021, either to mobile MRI units, private hospitals or private companies staffing hospital scanners to scan NHS patients?
The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). This section of the Act sets out an exemption from the right to know if the release of the information is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person (a person may be an individual, a company, the public authority itself or any other legal entity).

This exemption was considered by the Health Board when deciding whether to release this information because it was felt that by doing so could be a significant risk in prejudicing the commercial interests of the company in question. As this is a qualified exemption the Health Board must carry out the public interest test in deciding whether to withhold or disclose the information.  

Public Interest for disclosure
The Health Board accepts that there is a public interest in ensuring openness and transparency and there is an interest in the public being aware of how much money is spent and the benefits derived from that expenditure.   

Public Interest against disclosure
The Health Board believes that disclosure of information in a manner which fails to protect the interests and relationships arising in a commercial context could have the effect of discouraging companies from dealing with the Health Board because of fears that the disclosure of information could damage them commercially.  In turn this could then jeopardise the Health Boards ability to compete fairly and pursue its function to bring forward development in the area and obtain value for money.   

The balance of the public interest
Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight in to how money is being spent on the outsourcing of MRI, there are other ways in which NHS spending is being scrutinised and made transparent, i.e. published budgets for general spending within the NHS.

Therefore, it is considered that the public interest lies against disclosure.
5. From question 4, which companies were used and how many patients were scanned?
Radiology Management Solutions were used, there were 7,466 patients (attendances) in the calendar year 2021.

6. How many MRI scanners does BCUHB own?
BCUHB owns 4 MRI scanners. 
7. From question 6 could I please have the manufacturer, model, and date of install of the MRI scanners?
	
	Manufacturer/Model
	Installation date

	Ysbyty Glan Clwyd 
	Esotate (weight bearing)
	2014

	
	Siemens Magnetom Sola
	2019

	Ysbyty Gwynedd 
	Siemens Aera
	2017

	Wrexham Maelor Hospital 
	Siemens Aera
	2011



We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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Total MRi Exams by Body Part

		Body Part		Exams

		Abdomen		115

		Abdomen/Pelvis		110

		Adrenal		158

		Angio		2

		Ankle		340

		Anus		3

		Aorta		18

		Arm		29

		Auditory		1318

		Axilla		7

		Bladder		14

		Bowel		410

		Brachial Plexus		54

		Brain		8

		Breast		386

		Carotid		80

		Cerebral		38

		Cervix		51

		Clavicle		13

		Cranial		42

		Elbow		47

		Femur		123

		Fingers		9

		Foot		320

		Gastro		151

		Hand		86

		Head		5741

		Heart		398

		Hip		320

		Jaw		2

		Knee		1648

		Leg		116

		Limb		138

		Liver 		500

		Liver/Spleen		336

		Lumber Spine/Pelvis		48

		MRCP		1624

		Neck		746

		Pancreas		38

		Pelvis		1128

		Pelvis/Bladder		20

		Pelvis/Endocavity		1

		Pelvis/Gynaecological		238

		Pelvis/Hip		36

		Pelvis/Obstetric		2

		Pelvis/Prostate		306

		Pelvis/Rectum		576

		Penis		2

		Perineum		32

		Pituitary		316

		Prostate		1064

		Renal		292

		Scaphoid		17

		Scapula		4

		Scrotum		2

		Shoulder		409

		Sinuses		14

		Skull		6

		Spine		9081

		Spine/Cervical		1184

		Spine/Cervicothoracic		40

		Spine/Coccyx		5

		Spine/Lumbar and Sacral		2713

		Spine/Sacrum		16

		Spine/Thoracic		100

		Spine/Thoracolumbar		93

		Sternum		3

		Thigh		28

		Thorax		43

		Thumb		5

		Veins		24

		Whole Body		116

		Wrist		251

		Grand Total		33754








