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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 460/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 21st December 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 15th December 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:
I understand the pressures the entire NHS is currently under, but I would greatly appreciate your assistance. Could you please answer the questions below:
1. How many patients have been treated (for any condition) in the last 4 months with:

Please note that the date range used to collate the information following validation is 1st June 2021 through to 30th September 2021.
	Product Name
	Number of Patients

	Benralizumab
	54

	Omalizumab
	64

	Reslizumab
	0

	Mepolizumab
	36


2. Of the patients treated in the last 4 months with any of the above products, please provide the number of patients by following age-groups: 

a) Age 6-11

b) Age 12-17

c) Age 18 and above

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter also acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board can confirm that the information is not held in this format.  In order to gather this information we would have to carry out a specific exercise of reviewing each patient record on a manual basis to check the date of birth for each patient and then slot this into the age range identified. We have established that to comply with your request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision, we estimate that it would take staff approximately 26 hours to review the information. This figure is based on a timescale of 10 minutes per patient record, there being 154 patients identified in our response to question 1 above. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 26 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £650.  

As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.
3. How many patients have been treated in the last 4 months with Dupilumab for asthma only? 

Dupilumab is a ‘purple’ treatment option in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) for asthma meaning that an individual eligibility form is required before treatment initiation. No request forms have ever been received for dupilumab in asthma to date. 
4.
How many patients has your Health Board treated (for any condition) in the last 12 months with the following drugs.

Provided in the table below are the number of patients issued with a prescription according to the secondary care dispensing system for 1st November 2020 to 31st October 2021, and the number of items dispensed in primary care according to Comparative Analysis System for Prescribing Audit (CASPA) data [as CASPA does not provide patient level data] between 1st October 2020 and 30th September 2021.

Please note that it is not possible to determine whether the items issued in primary care are to unique patients i.e. the same patient may have had multiple items issued to them within the specified time frame. It is also not possible to determine whether the same patients have received treatment both in primary and secondary care within the specified time frames. 
	
	No. of prescriptions issued
	No. of items issued

	Genotropin
	32
	87

	Humatrope 
	7
	71

	Norditropin
	13
	191

	Nutropin 
	0
	0

	Omnitrope
	4
	1

	Saizen
	1
	0

	Zomacton
	0
	19

	Somatropin (generically)
	0
	28



We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


