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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 424/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 22nd December 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 6th December 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:

I am writing to request information about the provision for treatment of Functional Neurological Disorder (FND) in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). 
1. Does BCUHB provide inclusive treatment for Functional Neurological Disorder? 
Treatment for FND is not provided within a ‘stand-alone’ service within BCUHB.  Individuals can access discipline specific interventions from clinicians who have an interest in the condition and who have some capacity to provide this care. Some persons with FND are seen within mental health services if they meet criteria for these services and the neuro physio department in BCUHB also accepts referrals for FND. 

Individuals with FND can be referred to the FND service at The Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust where they can be seen by neurology, psychology, and therapy services. 
2. Can you please confirm if BCUHB provides each of the following services and that people with FND are eligible to be referred and receive this treatment as part of a biopsychosocial multi-disciplinary (MDT) approach: 
· Neurological physiotherapy 

· Neurological occupational therapy 

· Speech and language therapy and 

· Psychological therapists with specialist knowledge and skills in treating FND 
A biopsychosocial MDT model of care for FND is not available within BCUHB. Please see our response to question 1 above for services offered by The Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust. Local individual specialisms do provide intervention, such as physiotherapy, but not as part of an integrated team. Patients have access to neuro physio with staff who have experience treating FND. Community Occupational Therapists and Social Services Occupational Therapists see FND for equipment and adaptations. There is no specialist Occupational Therapist or Speech and Language Therapy service, these patients are seen as part of the general caseload. An unfunded neuropsychology clinic, attached to the North Wales Brain Injury Service, was run as a pilot but this has recently stopped accepting new referrals due to resource challenges. 
3. Can you please provide a list of the services offered and contact details which include both inpatient and community/outpatient rehabilitation services as advised in question 2?
No specialist inpatient/outpatient rehabilitation services are available in BCUHB. The neurology service in North Wales is a tertiary service and is provided by The Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust. We are therefore unable to provide you with the information you request. However, in accordance with the Health Board’s obligation to advise and assist we have included below the website link to the Freedom of Information section of their website. 
https://www.thewaltoncentre.nhs.uk/203/freedom-of-information.html
Referrals can be made to the Therapy teams using the following details: 

Wrexham 
BCU.PhysioNeuroEast@wales.nhs.uk 

Physio outpatient department

Wrexham Maelor Hospital

Croesnewydd Road

Wrexham

LL13 7TD
Flintshire 
BCU.PhysioFlintshire@wales.nhs.uk 

Deeside Hospital

Plough Lane

Aston

Deeside

CH5 1XS
Denbighshire and Conwy

BCU.PhysioNeuroCentral@wales.nhs.uk 

The Royal Alexandra Hospital

Marine Drive

Rhyl

LL18 3AS
Gwynedd and Anglesey 
BCU.PhysioNeuroWest@wales.nhs.uk 

Physio Outpatient Department

Ysbyty Gwynedd

Penrhosgarnedd

Bangor

LL57 2PW

4. If BCUHB excludes the treatment of FND, can you please provide details of which services in your Health Board areas accepts referrals for treatment for FND? 

We have taken your request to mean that if BCUHB excludes the treatment of FND, can we provide details of where patients are referred to for treatment. As per our response to question 3 above, the neurology service in North Wales is a tertiary service and is provided by The Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust. 
5. Do you have plans to improve access to treatment for people with FND? If so, can you provide details of what improvements are being implemented?
A report on improving access to psychological services to persons with neurological conditions was recently presented to the BCUHB Neuroscience Board. This included consideration of the diagnosis of FND. BCUHB clinicians within neuropsychology and physiotherapy are in discussion to develop a pilot project with respect to improving access to treatment for people with FND. Funding and commissioning arrangements are outstanding in this respect.

6.
Would you or your colleagues be interested in accessing clinical support/ education about FND involving specialist clinicians?
Yes, please see contact details below: 
Dr Craig Roberts
Consultant Neuropsychologist

Craig.Roberts@wales.nhs.uk

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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