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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 386/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 30th December 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 24th November 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our apologies for the delay.
Your request:
I write regarding a Freedom of Information request on instruments unaccounted for following a surgical procedure and would be grateful if you could provide me with the following information:

1. The number of reported incidents of instruments unaccounted for following a surgical procedure, broken down by hospital in your Local Health Board area in the financial years 2018-19, 2019-20 and 2020-21, along with monthly figures up to November 2021;
2. Out of these reported incidents, how many patients were x-rayed to determine if the instrument had been inadvertently retained in the patient broken down by hospital in the years and months above; 
3. In each instance where an X-ray was undertaken which confirmed the instrument was inadvertently retained within the patient, can you confirm that a Duty of Candour had been evidenced by documenting the reason for X-ray within the patient record;
4. A list of the root causes of these incidents

Our response:

Please note that the below incidents are recorded on our online incident reporting system Datix and not every incident will be reported as protocols are followed and the missing instrument found may not have been reported, and not every incident will be reported under these categories used.
	
	Total
	X-Ray
	Duty of Candour

	2018/19

	Ysbyty Glan Clwyd
	1
	N/A
	N/A

	Wrexham Maelor Hospital
	1
	N/A
	N/A

	Ysbyty Gwynedd
	1
	1
	1

	2019/20

	Ysbyty Glan Clwyd
	0
	N/A
	N/A

	Wrexham Maelor Hospital
	1
	1
	1

	Ysbyty Gwynedd
	3
	3
	2

	2020/21

	Ysbyty Glan Clwyd
	1
	1
	1

	Wrexham Maelor Hospital
	0
	N/A
	N/A

	Ysbyty Gwynedd
	2
	2
	2

	2021/22 up until 31st October 2021

	Ysbyty Glan Clwyd
	0
	N/A
	N/A

	Wrexham Maelor Hospital
	1
	1
	1

	Ysbyty Gwynedd
	0
	N/A
	N/A


Root Causes:

The Root causes are not always reported in depth on our reporting system Datix, however, we can confirm they were categorised as:

- Missing needle/swab/instrument

- Needle/Swab or Instrument Missing 


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


