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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 371/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 14th December 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 15th November 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:
1. Please provide the cost/price to the health board for providing the following Radiology Services, broken down into modality and scan within that modality (i.e MRI Head, Ultrasound Abdomen). Please provide this information for those services provided by the Health Board or an independent provider via insourcing or outsourcing agreement:

· MRI 
· CT 
· Obstetric and Non Obstetric Ultrasound 
· Xray 
· PET 
 
A piece of work is currently underway reviewing all costs to the health board for providing radiology services and therefore we are unable to provide a cost per type of scan per modality at the current time 

2. For the above services, the number of services provided by an independent provider (Insourcing or outsourcing) for each of the last 3 years.

In addition to our own staff we have been supported by insourcing for additional capacity for CT, MRI and Ultrasound for each of the last 3 years. Our PETCT service is also provided by an external provider

3. A list of independent companies that are currently providing the above services (Insourcing or outsourcing). A list for each modality and the amount charged for each type of scan by that provider. I.e MRI Head, Ultrasound Abdomen.

** The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

It is considered that the release of the names of the companies used along with the cost is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB).  The release of such information is likely to deter a number of organisations from entering into contracts with the NHS. This will negatively affect the NHS in engaging in commercial Activity and carrying out its function of delivering effective health care provision to the public.

The Public Interest Test 
In considering the application of the section 43 exemption it is necessary to consider the balance of the public interest for and against disclosure.

Public Interest for disclosure
As the NHS is funded through public money it is especially important that its commissioning and spending activities are scrutinised and held to high account. Disclosure of the information would enable the public to see how much of taxpayers’ money is being spent. 

Public Interest against disclosure
It is not in the public interest for a national organisation such as the NHS to be prejudiced when engaging in commercial activity. Disclosure would lead to a risk of the NHS being unable to effectively commission services for patients.


The balance of the public interest
Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight in to how money is being spent with independent providers for these services, there are other avenues in which NHS spending is being scrutinised and made transparent, i.e. published budgets for general spending within the NHS. 

Therefore, in considering the balance it is considered that the public interest lies against disclosure.
However under our duty to advise and assist we can provide a list of companies that the Health Board are currently using for the above services:

· CT, Non obstetric Ultrasound and MRI scanning all provided by Radiology Management Solutions Limited – Insourcing

· PETCT scanning provided by Alliance Medical Ltd

4. Given the current rising waiting times for the above services, the Health Boards forecast for the local demand over the next 3 years and the health boards plan to tackle the rising demand and waiting times. 

The current forecast for radiology is to continue to see a similar demand rise as we have seen in previous years. In addition to the finance work some in depth modelling is underway to understand in more detail potential projected demand The service is developing a sustainable plan which initially will be supported by insourcing but moving to a completely health service delivered model.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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