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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 284/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 22nd October 2021

	


Further to your request for information dated 22nd September 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay in responding.
Your request and our response:   
To assess the current situation for children’s continence (bladder and bowel services) in the United Kingdom, please would you answer the following questions:

1. Please state whether the following five paediatric continence (bladder and bowel) services are commissioned by your Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCG ) / funded by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB): 

a) Bedwetting (Yes/No)
                                   If yes, for ages __ to __

b) Daytime wetting (Yes/No)

                  If yes, for ages __ to __
c) Toilet training (Yes/No)



         If yes, for ages __ to __

d) Constipation/soiling (Yes/No)

     

If yes, for ages __ to __

e) Product (nappy/pad/washable pants) supply for paediatric continence problems (Yes/No)


                         If yes, for ages __ to __
If any of the above services are not commissioned / funded and delivered by your CCG / Health Board, does anyone else provide any of these services? (Yes/No)
If yes, please provide details of which partner organisation provides them, which service(s) they provide and the age ranges. 
Please note that the following services are provided by BCUHB.  They are not commissioned as NHS Wales does not have CCGs.  The Health Board’s structure consists of three Areas, and the responses have been provided from each area team.  These can be collated to provide a response for the whole health board which serves the north Wales population.
East Area (Wrexham & Flintshire) 

a) Yes, from age of 5 to 16, up to age 19 if appropriate and the child is still in school.
b) Yes, from school age usually up to 16 years, but can stay to 19 years if still in school.
c)   We do not accept direct referrals for toilet training. However, we do advise our colleagues in primary care, health visitors etc if they have specific issues, especially if it is stemming from constipation and toilet refusal.
d) Yes, we run clinics alongside different health professionals, for example both acute and community paediatricians. Therefore, although criteria for the clinics vary, children from age 0-19 can access paediatric continence services following appropriate referral pathways.
e) Yes, from age 4 to 19 years. No washable products available in BCUHB East, pull up pants are supplied if indicated by the assessing nurse. 
Central Area (Conwy & Denbighshire)
a) Yes, ages 5 to 16+ (up to age 18 in special circumstances)
b) Yes, full time school to 16+ (up to age 18 in special circumstances)
c) Yes, Health Visitors/School Nurses routinely assess and deliver targeted packages, 
otherwise the continence team if problematic from school age. 
d) Yes, all ages as per assessment of need from age 3. Younger children would be 
reviewed by acute paediatrics. 
e) Yes as per assessment of need. 
West Area (Gwynedd & Anglesey)
a) Yes, ages 5 to 16+

b) Yes, full time school to 16+

c)    Yes, Health visitors/School nurses routinely and targeted packages, continence team if very problematic from school age.

d) Yes, all ages as per assessment of need mainly in the 2 - 3 year olds.

e) Yes age 4 to adult, as per assessment of need and Welsh Government guidance. 
a) Is there a single (integrated) service for all the above five problems? (Yes/No)
b) If the answer to 2a is yes, is this service led by a paediatric continence advisor? (Yes/No)
c) If the answer to 2a is no, please list the services that are commissioned/provided and the designation of each of the service leads:

East Area (Wrexham & Flintshire)

a) No, there is no single integrated service, East area work with acute and community paediatricians. 
b) There is a paediatric continence advisor, however they do not lead the full service.  

c)   Children's continence nurses work alongside community and acute paediatric services and are incorporated within children's community nursing team.
Central Area (Conwy & Denbighshire)

a) Yes, there is a single integrated service
b) Associate Paediatric Specialist leads Central Area Service
c)   Not applicable 

West Area (Gwynedd & Anglesey)
a) Yes, there is a single integrated service
b) Yes 
c)    Not applicable 

2. If the answer to 2a is yes, please could you tell us:
a) How many children and young people are on the waiting list for this service? 

b) How long has the child currently at the top of the list had to wait?
East Area (Wrexham & Flintshire)

Not applicable 

Central Area (Conwy & Denbighshire)

a) There are currently 98 patients awaiting first assessment appointment. 
b) 19 weeks 
West Area (Gwynedd & Anglesey)
a) 42 
b) 25 weeks however all families receive a phone call within 3 -4 weeks for initial assessment over the phone
3. If you answered yes to any part of question 1, please tell us how many children and young people with continence problems are currently on the caseload of the service?
East Area (Wrexham & Flintshire)

267 patients
Central Area (Conwy & Denbighshire)

639 patients
West Area (Gwynedd & Anglesey)
282 patients 
4. Do you have any future plans to:

a) Commission/provide new paediatric continence service? (Yes/No)

b) Review the existing paediatric continence service? (Yes/No)
If so, please provide details.
East Area  
a) There are currently no plans for additional services, but numbers to the clinics remain constant and caseloads are increasing.  

b) The team are constantly working to improve the service. 
Central Area 
a) No
b) No. 
West Area 
a) Yes 

b) Yes, a review for additional staffing and integrated skillmix to enhance service delivery and prevention. 
a) How many full time equivalent staff specialising in paediatric continence are currently employed by the services commissioned by your CCG/provided by your Health Board? Please specify whether they:

b) Are they registered children’s nurse? (No/Yes, some of them/Yes all of them)

c) Have they had specific training in paediatric continence management (Yes/No)
East Area 

a) 1 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) 
b) Yes 
c) Yes 
Central Area  
a) 1.03 WTE nurses working within the Paediatric Continence Service (2 part-time practitioners)
b) No, they have registration as adult nurses, however both practitioners also have Specialist Community Public Health Nurse Programme (SCPHN) qualification. 
c) Central Area practitioners shadowed appropriate staff members on commencement in post and have undertaken ERIC (The Children's Bowel & Bladder Charity) training. They also receive supervision from the central area lead continence service paediatrician.
West Area 

a) 0.64wte B7 Paediatric Continence Specialist Nurse 24 hrs
0.64wte B5 Continence Nurse
b) Yes both 
c) Yes, both have completed extensive professional continence training and undertake annual professional development and upskilling within conferences / training etc. Extensive experience of working with children and alongside paediatric and continence/ urology consultants. Level of knowledge, skill and experience reflected within banding.
a) Are you aware of the Children’s Continence Commissioning Guide? (Yes/No)
b) If yes, do the services commissioned in/provided by your CCG or Health Board use it? (Yes/No)
East Area 

a) Yes 
b) Yes, but not all recommendations within the document are met within BCUHB East area. 
Central Area 
a) Yes 

b) Yes 

West Area 
a) Yes 
b) Yes 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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