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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 281/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 7th October 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 21st September 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:

The following requests are in relation to the decision of the Health Board to suspend hospital visits announced on 4th September 2021.

1. Please could you share the data or scientific information that supports the decision to issue the suspension.
Visiting has not been suspended. Visiting with purpose is in line with Welsh Government Guidance and on a risk assessed basis, and remains in place across the Health Board. Each case is reviewed on its own merits. The link to the Health Board’s Covid page references rates and areas where there are outbreaks:

https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/news/updates-and-developments/updates/covid-19-outbreaks-in-north-wales/. 
Public Health Wales (PHW) and Local Authority colleagues are members of strategic outbreak control meetings where risks are assessed and discussed alongside Nurse and Medical Directors for the respective sites / areas. The Health Board references risk assessment approach throughout its visiting guidance and the ongoing monitoring of community transmission rates and hospital transmission rates.

2. Please indicate if the decision to suspend visits is supported by hospital medical directors and nursing representatives.
Decisions with regards to visiting guidance amendments are supported via the Health Boards governance structure and endorsed by the Board, this includes representation from the Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) which includes hospital medical directors and nursing representatives. 
3. Please indicate if other mitigation measures were considered and fully implemented before the suspension such as improved ventilation.
A range of mitigation actions are in place to reduce the risk of transmission across the Health Board sites that are reasonable and practical, in line with health and safety and infection prevention regulations endorsed by both Welsh Government and PHW.

4. Did the Health Board carry out an impact analysis regarding the effect the suspension could have on the mental health of the people affected (both patients and potential visitors)
5. Did the Health Board carry out an impact analysis regarding the effect the suspension could have on the end of life care and comfort of terminally ill patients.
The Health Board assesses a number of factors when making these decisions. A risk assessment was undertaken to look at community transmission rates, hospital admission rates and COVID-19 outbreak status across all areas. The outcome of the risk assessment was used to determine visiting status.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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