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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 260/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 19th October 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 10th September 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 
Your request and our response: 
Under the Freedom of Information Act (2000), I would be grateful if you could provide information to us on all the geographical areas that you cover, for the following two periods:
· 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020
· 1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021
1. The value* of community disability equipment** provided by your organisation (we require information from each organisation separately, if you wish to provide joint spending figures – please let us know) to disabled and terminally ill children (as defined by the 2010 Equality Act please see *** below) in your area.
2. The numbers of individual pieces of equipment supplied to disabled and terminally ill children in your area.
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a centralised location and easily accessible. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to differentiate between disabled and terminally ill children. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 945 hours to locate and review patient notes held across 3 acute hospital sites. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per patient record, there being 3,780 patient records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 945 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £23,600. 
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 
However under our duty to advise and assist please find below the total individual pieces of equipment supplied to disabled children within BCUHB.

	
	1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020
	1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021

	Wheelchairs and Accessories
	849
	412

	Prosthetics
	186
	186


* Value to include both recycled equipment provided to specific children through services such as Community Equipment Stores and equipment purchased new for specific children.

**The term community equipment includes such items as wheelchairs, buggies, specialist beds, standing frames, hoists, car seats and specialist seating. We do not include structural adaptations, consumables such as nasal gastric tubing and incontinence supplies, IT equipment or surgical aids.

*** As defined by the 2010 Equality Act. Children up to their 18th birthday who have ‘a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term negative effect on their ability to do normal/daily activities’.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


