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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 254/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 7th October 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 7th September 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response: 
Please provide the following information in relation to Anti-Psychotic Medication and Review: 
You further clarified that you would like questions 1-3 answered on a Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) basis and questions 3-6 relating to Dwyfor Meirionnydd constituency only. 
You also clarified that in relation to medication reviews, you believe with anti-depressant medication that reviews are carried out by the GP and for Anti Psychotic medication, reviews are carried out by a psychiatrist.
1. How many patients have received anti-psychotics in the last year, 2 years and 3 years? 

Provided in the table below are the number of patients who have received anti-psychotic treatments within the timescales requested. Please note that anti-psychotic medication has also been issued as stock in this time period (rather than to a named individual patient), therefore, it is not possible to determine from our systems whether these medicines were used to treat the same / unique patients. It is also possible that the same patients captured in this data have received anti-psychotic therapy from both primary and secondary care i.e. during an inpatient stay, and then following transfer of prescribing to general practice.
	Timeframe
	Secondary Care 
	Primary Care 

	1/7/20 - 30/6/21
	4,338
	208,696

	1/7/19 - 30/6/21
	8,573
	406,663

	1/7/18 - 30/6/21
	12,690
	593,747


2. What has been the average wait time between medication reviews during the last year, 2 years and 3 years?  
3. How many patients are prescribed anti-psychotics but have not had a medication review in over 3 years? 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a central location which is easily accessible. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the average wait time between medication reviews, and to obtain the number of patients who have received anti-psychotic treatments but have not had a medication review in over three years. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff 1,133 hours to locate and review patient notes held across 3 acute hospital sites. This figure is based on a timescale of 10 minutes per patient record, there being 6,800 patient records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 1,133 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £28,325. 
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 
4. How many patients have received anti-psychotics in the last year, 2 years and 3 years? 

Provided in the table below are the number of patients who have received anti-psychotic treatment in Gwynedd during each of the timescales requested. Please note that the primary care prescription record system categorises by County rather than constituency, therefore we have supplied data for Gwynedd rather than for Dwyfor and Meirionnydd as requested.

	Timeframe
	Total 

	1/7/20 - 30/6/21
	35,445

	1/7/19 - 30/6/21
	69,407

	1/7/18 - 30/6/21
	102,764


5. What has been the average wait time between medication reviews during the last year, 2 years and 3 years?  
6. How many patients are prescribed anti-psychotics but have not had a medication review in over 3 years? 

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a central location which is easily accessible. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine the average wait time between medication reviews, and to obtain the number of patients who have received anti-psychotic treatments but have not had a medication review during the last three years. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate cost limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision, we estimate that it would take staff 142 hours to locate and review patient notes. This figure is based on a timescale of 10 minutes per patient record, there being 850 patients currently open to mental health services in Gwynedd to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 142 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £3,550.  
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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