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	Dyddiad / Date: 16th September 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 20th August 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request:
1. Please explain why the waiting list for hip replacement surgery at Abergele Hospital is between 2 and 5 years, whilst the wait at the Countess of Chester Hospital is on target at 18 weeks?

2. Would you also explain why the 13 orthopaedic surgeons at Abergele are only being given 1 list per week between them? 

Our response:

Waiting lists for surgery at Ysbyty Glan Clwyd (YGC) and Abergele Hospital were unfortunately already very long prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, and have therefore subsequently become worse in light of the pandemic. The reasons for this include:
· Bed capacity at the YGC site - there are currently limits on how many patients can be admitted for surgery at YGC, as well as competing demands on the operating theatres. 

· Restrictions at Abergele Hospital - patients with higher levels of existing medical problems cannot be operated on at Abergele Hospital as there is only one doctor present overnight. 

Abergele Hospital is currently facing problems with infrastructure, which needs substantial work before full capacity surgery can resume. Nursing staff from Abergele Hospital were redeployed to YGC during the pandemic, therefore for several months there were no operations taking place at Abergele Hospital. These factors also explain why surgeons are not receiving as many operating lists as we would wish. 

The Health Board has agreed plans to develop two new sites to work as diagnostic and treatment centres which have the potential to offer a significant increase in capacity across North Wales, but we have not yet been informed of a schedule to which they will be built or an exact location. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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