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Further to your request for information dated 5th August 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response.  Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay.
Your request and our response:
Since 1st March 2021, hospital grounds in Wales have been required to be smoke-free. This is in addition to the hospital buildings (the enclosed and substantially enclosed areas of the hospital) which are currently required to be smoke-free.

Failure to comply with the law is now an offence. Please can you provide information on the following:

1. How many people have been fined/prosecuted for smoking on hospital grounds in your Health Boards, since 1 March 2021.
To date, there have been no fines or prosecutions in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB).  The system for policing smoking in hospital grounds is still being worked through by BCUHB and Local Authorities within North Wales.
2. Who within the hospital setting is responsible for enforcing and upholding this law.
The Executive lead in BCUHB responsible for this is Teresa Owen, Executive Director of Public Health.
The Smoke Free Regulations were brought to the attention of the Board Members in a Board meeting on 11th March 2021.  Please see section 5.1 in the Board papers provided in the link: https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/about-us/health-board-meetings-and-members/health-board-meetings/health-board-meetings/agenda-bundle-board-11-3-21-public-v2-0-english-pdf/.

The Hospital Management Teams are accountable for ensuring that the WP31 Smoke Free Policy is being adopted and that smokers on BCUHB sites are being challenged.  Under the legislation BCUHB cannot enforce fines, this sits with the Local Authorities to support as part of a collaborative and contracted position.

Please note, there is still some work needed to complete the review of the Smoke Free Policy and BCUHB is waiting upon feedback from the Local Authorities.






 


 












We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


