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Further to your request for information dated 30th June 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response.  
Your request and our response:
1. How many under 18s are waiting for orthodontics referrals and treatment in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB)?

Primary Care
Orthodontic waiting list data is held by individual practices and not routinely held by the Health Board.  However, the Health Board had written to all practices to gather the information as at the end of April and is therefore able to provide the following information: 

Within Primary Care (General Dental Services and Community Dental Services) the number of patients under the age of 18 on orthodontic waiting lists at end April 2021 was 6592. 
Secondary Care 

Snapshot on 4th July 2021, there were 748 under the age of 18 on the Orthodontic waiting list.
2. By how much has this number increased since NHS orthodontics initial assessments were suspended due to COVID-19? 
For Wrexham Maelor Hospital - In 2020 The number of accepted referrals understandably significantly reduced during the acute phases of the pandemic at a total of 17, and even now that General Dental Services have been restored, the number of referrals was still lower that recorded historically (2020 Q1 = 69) with 2020 Q4 = 38, 2021 Q1 =  59 and Q2 = 35. 

For Ysbyty Glan Clwyd initial assessments are as follows: 2020 Q1 = 88, Q2 = 2, Q3 = 6, Q4 = 40. 2021 Q1 = 56, Q2 = 69
For Ysbyty Gwynedd due to the way information is recorded we are only able to provide the number of routine and urgent referrals received since March 2020 which is 305.
The clinical leads suspect that this continued reduction in the number of referrals is due to the focus of activity within primary care (General Dental Services) based on utilising the available clinical capacity to see those with dental problems (which would exclude most potential orthodontic patients as they need to be dentally fit). This suggests that as General Dental Services continue to return to normal, the number of referrals will not only increase to the historic levels, but are likely to exceed them to manage the unmet need caused by the cessation of services during the pandemic.
Within primary care; A total of 2,314 orthodontic referrals are recorded as being made into both primary and secondary care during the period 1/4/20 to 30/6/21. This doesn’t represent the net increase as it does not account for referrals that have been seen and treated or rejected during that period. We have been unable to access 2020/21 data, however, during the reporting period April-June 2021 a total of 797 assessments have been recorded within primary care of which 390 have been associated with a “fit” date for their appliance.
3. By how much has this number increased since December 2020 when the Welsh Government asked orthodontic providers to prioritise patients with the greatest need rather than a first come first served approach? 
A total of 1,694 orthodontic referrals are recorded as being made into both primary and secondary care during the period 01/01/21 to 30/06/21. This doesn’t represent the net increase as it does not account for referrals that have been seen and treated or rejected during that period. As previously stated, we have been unable to access 2020/21 data however during the reporting period April-June 2021 a total of 797 assessments have been recorded within primary care of which 390 have been associated with a “fit” date.
4. Is BCUHB investing any money into this area to try to clear a backlog? The Welsh Government says it is allocating £270 million pounds to help health boards increase capacity and cut waiting times - will any of this help under 18s waiting for orthodontics?
The Health Board is looking at the funding within orthodontics and is currently undertaking a Needs Assessment.









 


 












We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


