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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 139/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 20th July 2021


Further to your request for information dated 25th June 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:
In relation to cancer key workers, I would be grateful if you could provide me with the following information:
1. How many cancer patients did the Health Board have, as of 25th June 2021?
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board does not hold the information in a format that would provide us with a total number of cancer patients on a specific date. Patients with cancer are treated across many of our clinical specialties, depending on the site in the body where the cancer is located. Our systems do not enable us to identify the number of cancer patients being treated by the Health Board on a specific date. Therefore, in order to provide you with the information you have requested, we would have to carry out a manual trawl of patient notes held across the 3 acute hospital sites to determine the number of patients on this date.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 1,000 hours to locate and review the patient notes. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per patient note, there being between 4,000 and 5,000 patients diagnosed per annum. Therefore, to obtain the data, based on 4,000 patient records to review, would work out at approximately 1,000 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £25,000.
2. How many and what percentage of cancer patients in your Health Board have been allocated a cancer key worker after diagnosis in 2020 and 2021?
Out of 4,370 newly diagnosed patients within the time period specified, 2,329 i.e. 53% have been allocated a keyworker. The actual figure may be higher, but this is the number that have been recorded on the data base, because at the point a patient is registered the keyworker is not always known.   
3. How many cancer key workers do you have. If possible, per head of population and per cancer patient? 
There are 44 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) cancer key workers within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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