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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 134/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 14th July 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 23rd June 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response: 
1. How many people in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) have been prescribed the contraceptive pill in the years listed:

The databases available do not allow us to determine the number of unique people prescribed the contraceptive pill. However, we are able to provide the number of prescriptions issued by BCUHB sexual health service and the number of GP and supplementary prescriber prescriptions fulfilled in community pharmacies for contraceptives. 
    
	
	BCUHB Sexual Health Service
	Primary Care

	2016
	2,749
	109,425

	2017
	3,996
	105,948

	2018
	3,402
	105,919

	2019
	3,047
	103,465

	2020
	2,161
	101,984


2. How many people in your area have had their prescription to the contraceptive pill renewed in the same years? 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act. 
As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450.  In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 1,279 hours to locate and review patient notes of the patients who have received the contraceptive pill in question 1 above within BCUHB Sexual Health service alone. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per record, there being hundreds of records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 1,279 @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £31,975.

3. How many people in your area have had a coil fitted in the following years?
Provided in the table below are the number of patients who were fitted with an intrauterine device (IUD) for each of the years specified, within BCUHB’s sexual health service and the number of GP and supplementary prescriber prescriptions fulfilled in community pharmacies for IUDs.  Please note that our systems do not record the condition being treated, therefore we are unable to guarantee that the IUDs were fitted for contraceptive purposes.

	
	BCUHB Sexual Health Service
	Primary Care

	2018
	1,449
	1,621

	2019
	1,721
	1,833

	2020
	1,012
	1,201


4. How many people in your area have had the contraceptive implant inserted over the following years?
Provided in the table below are the number of patients who were fitted with a contraceptive implant for each of the years specified, within BCUHB’s sexual health service and the number of GP and supplementary prescriber prescriptions fulfilled in community pharmacies for contraceptive implants.  

	
	BCUHB Sexual Health Service
	Primary Care

	2018
	1,480
	1,250

	2019
	1,579
	1,343

	2020
	1,021
	847


5. How many people in your area have been prescribed or undertaken another form of contraception over the following years? 
The databases available do not allow us to determine the number of unique people prescribed treatments. However, provided in the table below are the number of other forms of contraception issued by BCUHB sexual health service and the number of GP and supplementary prescriber prescriptions fulfilled in community pharmacies for other forms of contraceptives.
	
	BCUHB Sexual Health Service
	Primary Care

	2018
	2,311
	18,529

	2019
	2,447
	18,529

	2020
	1,230
	15,620



We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


