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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 067/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 21st June 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 21st May 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request:
Could you please provide responses to the following questions in relation to Radiology within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) 
Please note that Section 10 of the Data Protection Act 2018 makes provision for a data subject to exercise a right to prevent processing in particular circumstances and Section 11 states that an individual can request that their personal data is not processed for the purposes of direct marketing. This includes the sale of that data to third parties for such purposes. In this case, the individuals captured by this request have stated that they do not wish their personal data to be used for purposes other than that to which it was supplied to us, or for direct marketing purposes. 
1. The name and email address of:
a) The Clinical Director that is responsible for Radiology  
Dr Kakali Mitra

 Kakali.mitra@wales.nhs.uk
b) The General Manager that is responsible for Radiology  
The General Manager responsible for Radiology has not provided consent for their details to be disclosed.

c) The Service Manager that is responsible for Radiology
Pat Youds   
Pat.youds@wales.nhs.uk
2. In the last 12 months, which external providers have you used for your Teleradiology Service? 
Everlight Radiology. 
3. Do you have a contract with an external provider of Teleradiology Services and, if so, which company is the contract with? 
Yes, the contract is held with Everlight Radiology.
4. Did you procure the Teleradiology services via a tender process or Framework and, if so, which one? 
The Teleradiology services were procured under an All Wales Tender exercise via Health Trust Europe Framework HEC-Z332. 
5. If you have a contract with an external provider of Teleradiology Services, when does it currently expire and when will it be reviewed? 
The contract term runs up to 31st October 2022, with an option to extend up to 31st October 2024, at the Health Board’s discretion.
6. If you have a contract with an external provider of Teleradiology Services, how much are you being charged per body part, for both MRI and CT routine and out of hours reporting? 
The information you are requesting is exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

It is considered that the release of the requested information to the level of detail you are seeking is likely to prejudice the commercial interests of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). Therefore, we are not providing the amount spent per body part, for both MRI and CT routine and out of hours reporting as we consider that disclosing specific contract pricing would give an unfair commercial advantage to competitors, and would be detrimental to the current provider. 


The Public Interest Test 
In considering the application of the section 43 exemption it is necessary to consider the balance of the public interest for and against disclosure.

Public Interest for disclosure
As the NHS is funded through public money it is especially important that it’s commissioning and spending activities are scrutinised and held to high account. Disclosure of the information would enable the public to see how much of taxpayers’ money is being spent. 

Public Interest against disclosure
It is not in the public interest for a national organisation such as the NHS to be prejudiced when engaging in commercial activity. Disclosure would lead to a risk of the NHS being unable to effectively commission services for patients in the future, as well as potentially undermining the relationship between BCUHB and the current provider.


The balance of the public interest
Whilst disclosure may give the public an insight in to how and who money is being spent for insourcing, there are other avenues in which NHS spending is being scrutinised and made transparent, i.e. published budgets for general spending within the NHS. 
7. What has been the total spend by BCUHB in the last 12 months on outsourced Teleradiology Services? 
For financial year April 2020 to March 2021, the total spend on outsourced Teleradiology services in BCUHB was £918,718.65. 
8. Does BCUHB currently require outsourced Teleradiology Services? 
The current award to Everlight includes an “exclusivity” clause, and therefore BCUHB are not able to contract with any other provider for services within the scope of the Everlight contract unless Everlight advise that they are unable to meet the Health Board’s requirements.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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