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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 030/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 17th June 2021


Further to your request for information dated 26th April 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response: 
1. Please provide the number of children currently on the special care general anaesthetic waiting list in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). 
You further clarified that you require this information for Community Dental Service patients only. 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a centralised location and easily accessible. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to determine whether children on the general anesthetic waiting list are special care or non-special care. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 97 hours to locate and review patient notes held across 3 acute hospital sites. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per patient record, there being 388 patient records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 97 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £2,425.  
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 
2. Please confirm the number of adults currently on the special care general anaesthetic waiting list in BCUHB.
There are currently 42 adults on the special care general anaesthetic waiting list for community dental services in BCUHB.
3. The number of children treated under general anaesthetic per week in your Health Board. 

There are 20 children treated per week in community dental services, under general anesthetic, in BCUHB.  These figures include special care children.
4. The number of adults treated under general anaesthetic per week in your Health Board. 
BCUHB can confirm that 5 adults are treated under general anesthetic in community dental services fortnightly; please note these sessions do not run weekly. 
5. The number of children referred for general anaesthetic per week by your Health Board.
6. The number of adults referred for general anaesthetic per week by Health Board. 
Due to the way in which this is recorded it is not possible to provide the number of general anaesthetic referrals into community dental services, received per week. Referrals are made for assessment for either inhalation or intra-venous sedation, so until the patients are assessed, it is not known if they require a general anaesthetic or an alternative modality. All patients are assessed with other treatment modalities being attempted first before resorting to a general anaesthetic.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


