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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 001/21/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 30th April 2021


Further to your request for information dated 3rd April 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response.
Your request and our response:
I am of the belief that a death is recorded as 'Covid related' either where Covid forms part of the death, or if the person has died of any cause within 28 days of providing a positive Covid test result.

The request relates to ‘covid related’ deaths recorded in the Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) area between 1st March 2020 and 28th February 2021, and is in 3 parts. 
1. The total number of ‘Covid related’ deaths recorded during the above period, in the Health Board area. I am of the belief that a death is recorded as 'Covid related' either where Covid forms part of the death, or if the person has died of any cause within 28 days of providing a positive Covid test result.
As this information is routinely published it is exempt from disclosure under Section 21 – Information accessible by other means.  As this is an absolute exemption under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, there is no requirement for the Health Board to consider the public interest test.

Under the Health Board’s obligation to advise and assist we have provided the website link to Public Health Wales (PHW) where you will be able to access further information on the cause of death by location.
https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/latest-information-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/
PHW data includes any report of a death in a hospitalised patient or care home resident where Covid-19 has been confirmed with a positive laboratory test and the clinician suspects this was a causative factor in the death. 

PHW data includes Office for National Statistics (ONS) death statistics and reports deaths in any setting, including care homes and community, where Covid-19 has been mentioned on the death certificate and can be found at www.ons.gov.uk. 

2. The total number of ‘Covid related’ deaths recorded during the same period in the Health Board area, where Covid was not listed as being contributory to the cause of death, but the death was recorded as ‘Covid related’ purely due to the person having passed away within 28 days of providing a Positive Covid Test.  Figures for the number of 'Covid related' deaths for the same period within the Health Board area, where Covid was not the primary or a contributory factor in the death, but the death was still registered as 'Covid related' due to the fact that the deceased person died within 28 days of providing a positive test i.e someone dying of a fatal heart attack or road traffic collision totally unconnected to Covid, but they are recorded as 'Covid related', because they died within 28 days of a Positive Covid test.

In total, 863 patients have died within 28 days of a positive COVID-19 test.  Unfortunately, we are unable to state whether it was a contributory factor or not.
3. The total number of deaths recorded where the cause of death was given as influenza or pneumonia.

This information is routinely published and is therefore exempt from disclosure under

Section 21 – Information accessible by other means, please also refer to our response 

for question 1 above and the PHW website link provided.

For future reference, please also see the following link to our disclosure log in which we have a section specifically for Covid-19 requests: 

https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/about-us/requests-for-information/foi-disclosure-log-2020-21/covid-19-foi-requests/
Important notes on this Freedom of Information response.
It is important to note that the number of people with COVID-19 as the only entry on their certificates of death is small, and does not represent the number of people whose cause of death is as a direct consequence of COVID-19, which is significantly higher. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


