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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 559/20/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 29th April 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 15th March 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response: 
Please provide the following information for each of the last 5 calendar years. 
1. How many live births occurred in your organisation? (please break this down to premature and term babies)
Please find the below table which provides the total number of live births for the last 5 calendar years along with the number of deliveries broken down by premature and term gestation which may include still births and multiple deliveries. 
	 
	Deliveries

	Live Births

	
	Term
	<37 weeks
	

	2015
	6090
	539
	6706

	2016
	5921
	640
	6620

	2017
	5883
	611
	6578

	2018
	5959
	541
	6574

	2019
	6659
	549
	6286

	2020
	5491
	507
	6054


We are unable to breakdown the number of live births by term or premature as this information is held in the case notes of the patients therefore, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

In order to identify from the number of live births which of these were premature and which were Term, a review would be required of all individual clinical records. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 6,469 hours to review the 38,818 individual records for the period 1st January 2015 to 31st December 2020. This figure is based on a timescale of 10 minutes per record, there being 38,818 records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 6,469 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £161,741.
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 

2. How many of these live births had cord clamping as being recorded at being at or after one minute? (please break this down to premature and term babies)
3. Please provide the numbers where cord clamping occurred before one minute (please break this down to premature and term babies)
4. How many times this was not documented (please break this down to premature and term babies)
5.  Please provide any audits in the last 5 years on cord clamping times.

As per our response for question 1 above, we are applying the costs limit under Section 12 as outlined. In order to identify whether cord clamping took place, a review would be required of all individual clinical records. This will further increase the time taken to respond to this part of your request as it would take an additional 10 minutes to review the clinical records.

6. Is it mandatory to record the cord clamping time on any of your systems?

BCUHB do not currently have an electronic maternity system. If Cord clamping takes place, this is documented in long hand in the patient’s medical notes.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


