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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 552/20/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 20th April 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 9th March 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response: 
Please provide the number of adult patients from 1st April 2015 to 31st  March 2020 that Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) commissioned hospital placements:  
You further clarified that the aim is to identify inpatient hospital care that was commissioned by BCUHB to meet the needs of the regional population in addition to services delivered by the local NHS for people over 18 years of age. 

Questions 2 and 3 relate solely to independent hospitals, the remainder include both NHS and independent hospitals. 

Question 4 is designed to determine the cohort of patients across a wide range of needs. 
Please note the below information is provided for activity that has been specifically outsourced each year by BCUHB as part of the Referral To Treatment (RTT) work.

1. Out of the Health Boards area.
Between 1st April 2015 and 31st March 2020, 4,855 adult patients had a hospital placement commissioned out of the Health Board area. 
2. In independent hospitals within the area.
Between 1st April 2015 and 31st March 2020, 1,548 adult patients had a hospital placement commissioned within the Health Board area.
3. How much did BCUHB spend on commissioning independent hospital placements for these patients?
BCUHB spent a total of £3,394,067 commissioning independent hospitals for the placements referred to in questions 1 and 2. 
4. What was the primary need for the patients that required hospital admission?
Provided in the table below are the primary specialties that required hospital admission from 1st April 2015 to 31st March 2020. 
	Specialty
	Number of patients requiring hospital admission

	Orthopaedics
	2,542

	Ophthalmology
	2,294

	Urology
	809

	General surgery
	242

	Gynaecology
	159

	Dental
	172


5. What was the average length of stay?
The average length of stay was 3.5 days. 
6. What was the gender of the patients?
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or stores in a central location. In order to identify the gender of the patients that required hospital admission, a review would be required of all individual clinical records. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 1,036 hours to review the 6,218 individual records for the period 1st April 2015 to 31st  March 2020. This figure is based on a timescale of 10 minutes per record, there being 6,218 records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 166 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £25,908.  
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 
7. What was the age range of patients?
Provided in the table below are the age ranges of the patients that BCUHB commissioned hospital placements for, from 1st April 2015 to 31st March 2020. 

	Age range 
	Number of patients

	18 to 25 years 
	53

	26 to 40 years
	246

	41 to 65 years
	1157

	65 years and over
	2518



We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


