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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 547/20/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 6th April 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 5th March 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response: 
We are in possession of a copy of the National Standards for Gynaecological Cancer Services 2005 (“the National Standards”). This document is headed with the logos of NHS Wales and the Welsh Assembly Government along with Cancer Services Co-coordinating Group.
Having been able to consider the National Standards, we note that Objective 5 states, “…patients with gynaecological cancer should be referred, diagnosed and treated promptly”. Further, we note that Standard 5.1 states, “The Cancer Network gynaecological cancer advisory group should agree referral guidelines for use by Trust lead gynaecologists, the gynaecological Cancer Network MDTs and GPs which should be revised on publication of the NICE referral guidance”. The Monitoring Criteria is stated to be “confirmation that the Network Manager and all local GPs in the area have a copy of referral guidelines”. 

1. Please provide confirmation that the Cancer Network Gynaecological cancer advisory group (as referred to in Objective 5) created a set of agreed referral guidelines as per Standard 5.1. With regards to any such referral guidelines that were in place between January and December 2011 inclusive, please:
2. Provide a copy of the referral guidelines which were created in order to satisfy Standard 5.1. 
3. Confirm the date that the guidelines were agreed. 
4. Confirm the date that the guidelines were published.
5. Confirm that the referral guidelines were circulated to all Welsh GP surgeries and, if so, the method of circulation.
6. Confirm the date the referral guidelines were circulated to all GP surgeries.
7. Confirm the date the referral guidelines came into force, if different from the above. 
8. Please confirm and provide copies of all guidelines that GPs in Wales had at their disposal to assist with potential gynaecological cancer, and referrals onwards for investigation, between January and December 2011.

BCUHB are unable to answer your request as the information you require is not recorded and the North Wales Cancer Network no longer exists. However under our duty to advise we can confirm during that time clinicians would have been working to National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) guideline CG27 (June 2005) which was replaced by NG12 in April 2011. Please find a link to a copy below:
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng12 


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


