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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 531/20/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 31st March 2021


Further to your request for information dated 27th February 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our apologies for the delay.
Your request:
Please can you provide me with a breakdown of age groups for all Imaging Service waiting times in 2019 and 2020, and what percentage of these patients are over 60.
Our response:

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board can confirm that in order to identify the waiting time for each patient we would have to carry out a specific exercise of reviewing each individual record to identify how long they were waiting. We have established that to comply with your request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff approximately 16,441 hours to review the information. This figure is based on a timescale of 5 minutes per record, there being a total of 197,298 patients on the waiting list in 2019 and 2020. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 16,441 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £411,037. As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test.

However, under our duty to advise and assist, provided in the table below are the number of patients on the waiting list for all Imaging Services in 2019 and 2020 broken down by age groups. These figures include referrals made from GPs and outpatients who were on the waiting list for Cat Scan (CT), Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), Nuclear Medicine, Non obstetric ultrasound and Fluoro/Interventional Work. However, please note that these figures do not include inpatients or Emergency Department admissions. We have also provided a link to the StatsWales website which enables you to view monthly waiting times per Health Board / Hospital, per service:

https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Health-and-Social-Care/NHS-Hospital-Waiting-Times/Diagnostic-and-Therapy-Services
	Number of patients

	Age groups
	2019
	2020

	0-17
	5099
	4090

	18-29
	9291
	5794

	30-39
	11183
	7604

	40-49
	14490
	9688

	50-59
	20167
	14657

	60-69
	21053
	15255

	70-79
	22683
	16910

	80-89
	10071
	7307

	90-99
	1152
	785

	100 and over
	12
	7


Of these patients, 48% were over 60 in 2019 and 49% in 2020. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


