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	Dyddiad / Date: 17th March 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 17th February 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request and our response:
1. Please provide details of costs associated with issuing death certificates for inpatient deaths leading to cremation in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB)
There is no fee associated with issuing a death certificate within BCUHB. There is currently a standard cremation fee of £82.00 which is paid directly to the Doctor completing the cremation form and this is administered by the Funeral Director.
2. Have any changes been made to death certification during the COVID-19 pandemic for NHS inpatient hospital deaths (please provide details both prior to, and following, any Coronavirus changes in the death certification process)? 
As this information is routinely published it is therefore exempt from disclosure under Section 21 – Information accessible by other means. As you will be aware this exemption does not require us to consider the application of the public interest test. However, as our duty is to advise and assist, please see the details describing the changes made to the death certification process available on the link below: 
Guidance-on-the-Coronavirus-Act-2020-implications-for-death-certification-registration-and-cremation-forms.pdf (rcpath.org)
3. Are any NHS hospital medical professionals paid in a private capacity for completing any hospital death certificates?  Please provide details.

As per our response to question 1 above, there is no charge for completing a death certificate. 
4. Are all such private fees/payments made, accepted by the medical professional involved? Please can you confirm how many payments are not accepted.
BCUHB can confirm that some Doctor’s do not wish to receive payment or ask for the cheque to be made out to charities of their choice.  Unfortunately, the number of payments not accepted is not recorded by BCUHB. 
5. Where such payments are not accepted by the medical professional completing the death certificates, are the costs reduced to the family/estate of the deceased patient?
BCUHB does not hold this information, as per question 1 there is no charge applicable for Doctors completing a Death certificate and the charge for completing the cremation form is administered by the Funeral Director not BCUHB.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


