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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 500/20/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 9th April 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 5th February 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response: 
Please provide the following information for the dates stated below: 

2011/2012, 2012/2013, 2013/2014, 2014/2015, 2015/2016, 2016/2017, 2017/2018, 2018/2019, 2019/2020 and 2020/2021.

You clarified on 19th February 2021, that you require the number of patients who died whilst in hospital following a diagnosis of AAA or major lower limb amputations in vascular treatment. 

You further clarified on 8th March 2021, that by major lower limb you mean the surgical removal of a part or whole limb proximal to the ankle, performed in cases of excessive tissue loss, sepsis or if there are no further surgical or endovascular options for revascularization and that you also require data for foot and toe amputations. 
1. Can you please provide the figures on the number of patients who have died from AAA (Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms) in vascular treatment in the last 10 years. 
2. Can you please provide the mortality rate for patients who have died from AAA (Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms) in vascular treatment in the last 10 years in percentage. 
3. Can you please provide the figures on the number of patients who have died from major lower limb amputations in vascular treatment in the last 10 years. 
4. Can you please provide the mortality rate for patients who have died from major lower limb amputations in vascular treatment in the last 10 years in percentage.
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to fully respond to your request to the level of detail required.  
The only way we could identify the total number of deaths after the patient underwent vascular treatment for an AAA or lower limb amputation would be to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 207 hours to review patient notes. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per record, there being 828 records to review from 1st April 2011 to 31st December 2020. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 207 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £5,175.  
Whilst we are unable to confirm whether the death of the vascular patient was as a direct result of their vascular disease or if they were receiving treatment, under our duty to advise and assist please find embedded below the total number of patients who have died whilst in hospital following a diagnosis of AAA or major lower limb amputation, including foot and toe amputations. 
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We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


Data

		Questions 1 & 2 

		Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms Patients		2011-2012		2012-2013		2013-2014		2014-2015		2015-2016		2016-2017		2017-2018		2018-2019		2019-2020		2020-to date		Grand Total

		Discharged		822		622		705		834		723		783		685		752		793		490		7209

		Died		84		70		71		79		91		81		78		76		71		56		757

		Grand Total		906		692		776		913		814		864		763		828		864		546		7966

		% Percentage Deaths		9.27%		10.12%		9.15%		8.65%		11.18%		9.38%		10.22%		9.18%		8.22%		10.26%		9.50%





		Questions 3 & 4 



		Lower Limb Amputations		2011-2012		2012-2013		2013-2014		2014-2015		2015-2016		2016-2017		2017-2018		2018-2019		2019-2020		2020 to Date		Grand Total

		Discharged		91		115		123		94		127		125		112		149		195		111		1263

		Died		9		3		5		11		7		3		10		6		10		6		71

		Grand Total		100		118		128		105		134		128		122		155		205		117		1334

		% Percentage Deaths		9.00%		2.54%		3.91%		10.48%		5.22%		2.34%		8.20%		3.87%		4.88%		5.13%		5.32%











































































































































































Data Source: Data Warehouse &D	
	&F Information Department





