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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 478/20/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 19th March 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 28th January 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay. 
Your request and our response:
1. Within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) what was the average Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) waiting time to be seen in the following situations: 
After a referral to CAMHS, to the point of receiving the first treatment: 
a) In 2019, a monthly breakdown
b) In 2020, a monthly breakdown 

Provided in the table below is the average wait in weeks after referral to CAMHS, to the point of receiving first treatment in 2019 and 2020. Please note due to the way in which we record information we are unable to provide information for the West area.  

	
	The average wait in weeks

	
	2019
	2020

	January 
	6
	4

	February 
	4
	6

	March
	4
	7

	April
	3
	5

	May
	4
	6

	June
	3
	6

	July
	3
	8

	August
	4
	6

	September 
	4
	5

	October 
	4
	6

	November 
	4
	8

	December 
	5
	9


2. Within BCUHB what was the average waiting time to be seen in the CAMHS eating disorder Clinic? 
After a referral to the CAMHS eating disorder clinic, to the point of receiving the first treatment:
a) In 2019, a monthly breakdown
b) In 2020, a monthly breakdown
Provided in the table below is the average waiting time to be seen in the CAMHS eating disorder clinic in 2019 and 2020. 
	
	The average wait in weeks

	
	2019
	2020

	January 
	4
	1

	February 
	5
	5

	March
	4
	4

	April
	6
	0

	May
	6
	3

	June
	4
	3

	July
	2
	4

	August
	4
	5

	September 
	3
	4

	October 
	2
	5

	November 
	2
	7

	December 
	4
	5


3. Within BCUHB how long (in the number of patients waiting to be treated, following a referral to CAMHS) was the CAMHS waiting list for all treatments?

a) in 2019, a monthly breakdown
b) in 2020, a monthly breakdown 

Provided in the table below are the number of patients waiting to be treated following a referral to CAMHS, broken down per month for 2019 and 2020. 

	
	Number of patients waiting for treatment with CAMHS 

	
	2019
	2020

	January
	218
	171

	February 
	159
	197

	March
	181
	221

	April
	194
	208

	May
	142
	236

	June 
	151
	215

	July 
	151
	181

	August 
	141
	180

	September 
	140
	207

	October 
	149
	259

	November 
	119
	289

	December 
	199
	339


4. Within your BCUHB how long (in the number of patients waiting to be treated, following a referral to CAMHS) was the CAMHS eating disorder Clinic waiting list?
a) in 2019, a monthly breakdown 

b) in 2020, a monthly breakdown 

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a centralised location and easily accessible. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 81 hours to locate and review notes of all patients seen by the North Wales Adolescent Service (NWAS) to determine which of those were seen in the eating disorder clinic. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per patient record, there being 324 records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 81 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £2,025. 

As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 

5. Within BCUHB what were the longest waiting times for the following CAMHS treatments, following a referral to CAMHS?

Talking therapies

a) in 2019

b) in 2020

Eating disorder recovery

a) in 2019 

b) in 2020 


All other treatment areas 

a) in 2019
b) in 2020

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a centralised location that is easily accessible, and are therefore relying on Section 12 as per our response to question 4 above.

In this instance it would take staff an additional 1,160 hours to locate and review notes of patients seen by CAMHS in 2019 and 2020 to determine treatment areas. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per patient record, there being 4,643 patient records to review.  To obtain the data, would work out at approximately 1,160 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £29,000 in addition to our response for question 4 above.  
However, under our obligation to advise and assist, provided in the table below are the longest waits in weeks for all CAMHS treatments in 2019 and 2020. Please note due to the way in which we record information we are unable to provide information for the West area.  
	
	The longest wait in weeks

	
	2019
	2020

	January 
	18
	16

	February 
	29
	20

	March
	20
	22

	April
	15
	22

	May
	15
	25

	June
	15
	32

	July
	15
	32

	August
	21
	18

	September 
	15
	29

	October 
	16
	18

	November 
	18
	47

	December 
	17
	24


6. Within BCUHB how many CAMHS patients were prescribed medication for anxiety? 
a) In 2019

b) In 2020

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a centralised location and easily accessible. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 1,160 hours to locate and review notes of patients seen by CAMHS in 2019 and 2020 to determine which patients were prescribed medication for anxiety. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per patient record, there being 4,643 records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 1,160 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £29,000.  

As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


