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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 448/20/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 8th March 2021 


Further to your request for information dated 14th January 2021, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our apologies for the delay.
Your request and our response: 
1. Please provide the following information regarding elective surgery: 
a) How many people do you have waiting for elective surgery in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB)?  
As at 7th February 2021, there were 20,900 patients waiting for elective surgery in BCUHB. 
b) How many have been waiting for (i) 6 months or more (ii) 12 months or more (iii) 18 months or more?
Provided in the table below are the number of patient’s that have been on a waiting list for elective surgery, broken down by number of weeks wait and by year. 
	
	0 - 25 weeks
	26 - 35 weeks
	36 - 52 weeks
	12 - 18 Months
	Over 18 Months

	31/01/2016
	10715
	2,987
	3,148
	496
	5

	31/01/2017
	11,580
	2,819
	2,631
	807
	164

	31/01/2018
	11,779
	2,965
	3,567
	1,676
	410

	31/01/2019
	11,984
	3,013
	2,990
	1,523
	622

	31/01/2020
	11,790
	3,314
	3,745
	1,445
	580

	31/07/2020
	6801
	3,474
	5,457
	4,280
	1,269

	07/02/2021
	6038
	1,010
	2,816
	6,359
	4,677
	


2. Please provide a breakdown of how many people are waiting for different types of treatment: 

a) hip, knee, shoulder replacement 
b) non-urgent eye surgery 
c) bariatric treatment 
d) sports injuries

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

This is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles or holds in a centralised location and easily accessible. Therefore, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data. From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 5,225 hours to locate and review patient notes held across 3 acute hospital sites. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per patient record, there being 20,900 records of patients waiting for elective surgery to review as per question 1. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 5,225 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £130,000.  
As you will be aware this is not an exemption which requires us to consider the application of the public interest test. 
Please note that BCUHB does not currently carry out Bariatric treatment and therefore any patients requiring this intervention are referred outside of the organisation and not reported within these figures.
3. For the general total number waiting for elective surgery and the 6, 12 and 18 month sub-groups – can we have a comparative figure for: 
· July 2020
· January 2020

· January 2019

· January 2018

· January 2017

· January 2016

Please see our response to question 1 above.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


