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Further to your request for information dated 18th December 2020, I am pleased to provide the following response. 

Your request:
According to DHSC (Department of Health and Social Care) data (Supplementary Analysis FOI 1250644) there has only been 1 medical abortion complication recorded on HSA4 forms due to use of both abortion pills (mifepristone and misoprostol) at home between January and June 2020. 
These complications, as recorded on HSA4 form include:

a) Sepsis
b) Haemorrhage
c) Uterine perforation.
Please can you tell me the number of women Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) has treated with each of these complications between 1st January and 1st December 2020? 
Please can you also tell me how many women BCUHB treated between 1st January and 1st December 2020 for incomplete abortion or RPOC (retained products of conception), specifying the number requiring Evacuation of Retained Products of Conception (ERPC) as well? Please note that this should include the treatment of women who may have received abortion pills from independent abortion providers before attending your hospital, as well as those who may have been prescribed abortion pills by your hospital (or hospitals within your trust). 
If it complies within the FOI limitations (eg.18 hour time limit, cost, privacy etc) please also specify the following:
· What their complication was
· Whether they required a blood transfusion
· Whether they required antibiotics
· The data to be broken into two sections: 1st January to 1st June 2020, and 1st June to 1st December 2020
· 2019 data for comparison 
We understand that some of these will be due to spontaneous abortion and others by medical induced abortion. Unless clearly stated you need not distinguish between them. 
We also understand that most cases of sepsis and haemorrhage will not be formally connected with abortion, however, where the possibility of medical abortion cannot be ruled out we ask that you include this data. 
Our response:

The Health Board systems do not differentiate between early pregnancy complications in the general population, and the sub-population who have accessed abortion care, therefore we do not hold this information. 
The British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS) may hold this information, therefore in accordance with the Health Board’s obligation to advise and assist, please find below the link to the BPAS website:
https://www.bpas.org/

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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