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Further to your request for information dated 17th November 2020, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our apologies for the delay.
Your request and our response:
1. Has any hospital under the control of the Health Board been "overwhelmed" or forced beyond its capacity at any time, in the treatment of COVID-19?
All of our district general hospitals i.e. Ysbyty Gwynedd, Ysbyty Glan Clwyd and Wrexham Maelor Hospital, have developed “surge” capacity beyond the usual baseline capacity in order to assist with the response to COVID-19. In addition, the Health Board commissioned three temporary facilities capable of providing additional support if required. Of these, Ysbyty Enfys Deeside is currently providing care to inpatients; Ysbyty Enfys Llandudno and Ysbyty Enfys Bangor are currently being used for additional COVID-19 related support, including as vaccination centres to relieve pressure on other hospital sites. Many of our community hospitals also developed surge capacity plans which have been used as required at different times.

To date, our hospitals have therefore managed pressures through opening additional capacity. However, we continue to monitor the position in light of the high, and still increasing, levels of community transmission of COVID-19 and the consequent needs for healthcare.  

2. How many patients diagnosed with any type of cancer have had appointments/ treatments postponed from 1st March 2020 to 1st November 2020? 
728 patients diagnosed with various types of cancer have had their hospital appointments/treatments postposed during the period specified.
3. How many cancer appointments/ treatments were postponed in the equivalent period during 2019?
From 1st March 2019 to 1st November 2019, 408 cancer appointments/treatments were postponed.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


