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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 273/20/FOI 


	Dyddiad / Date: 30th November 2020


Further to your request for information dated 14th October 2020, I am pleased to provide the following response. Please accept our apologies for the delay.
Your request and our response:

1. Please provide the total number of ophthalmology outpatients assessed as Health Risk Factor R1, currently waiting within the target date or within 25% beyond target date, for an outpatient appointment in Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB). 
There are currently 12,759 patients waiting within the target date or within 25% beyond the target date, for an outpatient appointment in BCUHB. This is based on the latest eye care measure submission to Welsh Government for October 2020. 
2. Please give the total number of ophthalmology outpatients as Health Risk Factor R1, waiting for an outpatient appointment in BCUHB. 
Based on the latest eye care measure submission to Welsh Government for October 2020, there are currently 29,966 patients identified as Health Risk Factor R1, waiting for an outpatient appointment in BCUHB. 
3. What is the total number on the outpatient backlog for cataract surgery in your health board area? How many of those patients have been waiting longer than the current target referral to treatment time of 36 weeks?
4. What was the total number on the outpatient backlog for cataract surgery in your health board as of March 31, 2020? How many of those patients were waiting longer than the current target referral to treatment time of 36 weeks?
5. What was the total number on the outpatient backlog for cataract surgery in your health board as of October 2019? How many of those patients were waiting longer than the current target referral to treatment time of 36 weeks?
6. How many diabetic patients in your health board area are waiting for ophthalmic appointments? How of those patients are over target waiting times?
7. How many diabetic patients in your health board area were waiting for ophthalmic appointments as of March 31, 2020? How of those patients were over target waiting times?
8. How many diabetic patients in your health board area were waiting for ophthalmic appointments as of October 2019? How of those patients were over target waiting times?
For questions 3 – 8, in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to fully respond to your request to the level of detail required. Although the referral to treatment (RTT) is 36 weeks, it cannot be determined if a patient requires a cataract procedure until they are listed for surgery as there may be other factors that would influence the decision e.g. patient choice, overriding comorbidity, the advancement of cataract. With RTT, information is not provided by clinical condition but only by speciality or clinician. For diabetic patients on the waiting list, the information is not captured on our clinical systems as outpatients are not coded with comorbidities. 
As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. This is currently £450. In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 1,625 hours to locate and review patient notes across 3 acute hospital sites. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per record, there being 6,500 records to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 1,625 @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £40,625. 

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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