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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 203/20/FOI


	Dyddiad / Date: 5th November 2020



Further to your request for information dated 2nd September, I am pleased to provide the following in response to your request. Please accept our sincere apologies for the delay in responding.
Your request:
In the past I submitted a FOI request for the mortality review in relation to the Tawel Fan investigation. My request was refused on the grounds that this report was subject to a live investigation and could prejudice proceedings.
These investigations have now concluded and as such I formally would like to re request this document. The original reference is 271/16/FOI.
Our response:

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.

The Health Board commenced a thematic mortality review into all deaths on the Tawel Fan Ward to identify any improvement areas. A mortality review is not an investigation, but a clinical review to identify where care and treatment can be improved. This report was drafted but never finalised or formally received/approved, and the independent reviews mentioned above were commissioned and took precedence. In the spirit of openness and transparency and recognising the community interest, the Health Board has published a redacted version of the thematic mortality review. The redactions made include the removal of individual names and other identifying information in accordance with data protection laws.

The report is available on our internet site and is therefore exempt from disclosure under Section 21 – Information accessible by other means.  In accordance with the Health Board’s obligation to advise and assist please find below the link to our website:

https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/news/updates-and-developments/updates/archived-updates/tawel-fan/
We have also provided a link below to the Health and Social Care Advisory Service (HASCAS) Lessons for Learning Report:
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/861/HASCAS%20report%2C%20May%202018%20%28eng%29.pdf
 
It is important to note that as part of the independent investigation into Tawel Fan, HASCAS considered the outcome of Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board’s (BCUHB’s) Mortality Review. In doing so, HASCAS did not always agree fully or in part, with the BCUHB outcome. To be clear, whilst BCUHB completed a Mortality Review, HASCAS considered the review and reached the final conclusion.
The outcome of the HASCAS review of mortality is included in each individual HASCAS patient report, and the approach is explained in the HASCAS Lessons for Learning Report, as referred to above.
This report was not formally accepted by BCUHB via its governance & reporting routes, and was undertaken as part of formal external reviews.


We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh

Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg


