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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 068/20/FOI


	Dyddiad / Date: 2nd July 2020



Further to your request for information dated 5th June 2020, I am pleased to provide the following in response to your request. 
You asked us:
1. In the past 3 months, how many metastatic melanoma patients were treated by Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) with the drugs referred to in the table:
Provided in the table below are the number of patients treated with the drugs requested. Where there are low numbers involved we have used the ‘less than 5’ rule, because if we were to release the exact figures for the criteria specified, they could be linked with other information available in the public domain, thus potentially risking identification of an individual. Please note, where the response below is unknown, we are unable to determine the number of metastatic melanoma patients treated as this drug is used to treat many types of cancer.
	Drug
	Number of Patients

	Dabrafenib
	0

	Dabrafenib + Trametinib
	15

	Densoumab
	unknown

	Encorafenib + Binimetinib
	0

	Ipilimumab
	0

	Ipilimumab + Nivolumab
	<5

	Nivolumab
	13

	Pembrolizumab
	19

	Trametinib
	0

	Vemurafenib
	0

	Vemurafenib + Cobimetinib
	0

	Other active systemic anti-cancer therapy
	*See below

	Palliative care only
	


*In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.
The Health Board does not hold the data in a format that would enable us to fully respond to your request to the level of detail required.  There are currently 93 patients in palliative care however, the only way we could identify If these patients are receiving any other active systemic anti-cancer therapy or palliative care only would be to conduct a review of each patients case note.
As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450.  In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 23 hours to locate and the review patient case notes. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per set of case notes, there being 93 patient case notes to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 23 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £575.

2. Within BCUHB, how many patients are currently (within the past 3 months) being treated for metastatic Non-small-cell lung cancer (NSCLC) with the following:
Please find provided in the table below the number of patients treated with the drugs requested. Where there are low numbers involved we have again used the ‘less than 5’ rule, as above. Please note, where the response below is unknown, we are unable to determine the number of NSCLC patients treated as this drug is used to treat many types of cancer.
	Drug
	Number of patients

	Afatinib
	8

	Atezolizumab monotherapy or combination
	12

	Brigantinib
	0

	Ceritinib
	0

	Crizotinib
	<5

	Docetaxel monotherapy or combination
	Unknown

	Erlotinib
	<5

	Gefitinib
	<5

	Gemcitabine
	Unknown

	Nitendanib with docetaxel
	<5

	Nivolumab
	<5

	Osimertinib
	<5

	Paclitaxel
	0

	Pembrolizumab monotherapy

	Unable to determine whether monotherapy or in combination. 25 patients in total received for NSCLC.

	Pembrolizumab chemo in combination
	

	Pemetrexed monotherapy or combination 
	11

	Ramucirumab
	0

	Vinorelbine monotherapy or combination 
	<5

	Other active systemic anti-cancer therapy
	Please see response to Question 2 above.

	Palliative care only
	

	
	


3. Out of the metastatic NSCLC patients currently (within the past 3 months) being treated, are you able to provide the number of patients being treated for Squamous Cell Non-small-cell lung cancer (SqNSCLC) with the following products?
· Afatinib

· Atezolizumab monotherapy or combination

· Brigatinib

· Ceretinib

· Crizotinib

· Docetaxel monotherapy or combination

· Erlotinib

· Gefitinib

· Gemcitabine 

· Nitendanib + docetaxel 

· Nivolumab

· Osimertinib

· Paclitaxel 

· Pembrolizumab monotherapy

· Pembrolizumab chemo in combination

· Pembrolizumab monotherapy

· Pemetrexed monotherapy or combination

· Ramucirumab

· Vinorelbine mono or combination 

· Other active systemic anti-cancer therapy

· Palliative care only

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.
To determine if the NSCLC patients are being treated for SqNSCLC with the drugs listed, we would need to undertake a specific exercise to find this information.
As this is not information that the Health Board routinely compiles, we would have to carry out a specific exercise to collate this data.  From our preliminary assessment, we estimate that to comply with your particular request would exceed the appropriate costs limit under section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  This is currently £450.  In reaching this decision we estimate that it would take staff in excess of 18 hours to locate and review patient notes. This figure is based on a timescale of 15 minutes per set of notes, there being 73 patient notes to review. Therefore, to obtain the data would work out at approximately 19 hours @ £25.00 per hour (cost permitted under the Act) = £450.

We welcome correspondence through the medium of Welsh
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